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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

April 21, 2009   5:30 p.m.

Tahlequah Armory Municipal Center, 100 North Water St., Tahlequah, OK  74464


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Hilsher called the meeting to order.

02.
Flag Salute/Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.

Chairman Hilsher led the invocation.

Administrator Fite led the Pledge of Allegiance.
03. Roll Call.


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Ed Brocksmith



Randy Corp



Larry Clark



Bob Ed Culver



Gerald Hilsher



Jeanne Hayes

John Larson










Riley Needham


Gene Quarles







Steve Randall


David Spears



Rick Stubblefield
04. Introduction of Guests and Visitors.

Delia Haak, Illinois River Watershed Partnership; Denise Deason Toyne, STIR; Archie Peyton, Peyton’s Place; Pam Hazen, L.D. Stephens, War Eagle; Jack Spears, Arrowhead Resort; Gina Levesque,  Bullit Farris, Oklahoma Conservation Commission; Mike Fuhr; Walter Duke, Flint Ridge Rural Water District; Monte Bradford; Summer Eastham, Falcon Floats; Kevin Goodnight; Teddye Snell, Tahlequah Daily Press; Kevin Stevens, Cheryl Allen, OSRC Staff.

Chairman Hilsher noted that there was no Public Comment section on the Agenda and opened the floor for Public Comment.

Delia Haak, Illinois River Watershed Partnership (IRWP), thanked Administrator Fite and his staff along with the City of Tahlequah for their participation in the IRWP riparian project that planted thousands of trees in Tahlequah, OK, and Siloam Springs, Rogers, Fayetteville, Springdale Arkansas on March 28th.

Ms. Haak also said that the IRWP is involved with a new Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) that will combine both Federal and State funds for riparian easements in Arkansas.
05.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on motion approving the February 17, 2009, Regular Business Meeting Minutes and the March 17, 2009, Special Business Meeting Minutes.



Commissioner Brocksmith motioned to approve the February 17, 2009, Regular Business 


Meeting Minutes.  Commissioner Quarles seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Quarles
-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-
 
Spears 

-Aye- 

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Abstain-


Commissioner Quarles motioned to approve the March 17, 2009, Special Business Meeting Minutes.  Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Abstain-

Needham
-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Quarles
-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-
 
Spears 

-Aye- 

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

06.
Conserving Natural Flows for Oklahoma Streams presented by Mike Fuhr, State Director, The Nature Conservancy.


Mr. Fuhr gave a brief introduction of the Nature Conservancy and then gave a presentation on the ecology of bio-systems with regards to the various water flows.  The Nature Conservancy and other agencies are studying ways to maintain a healthy ecosystem while accommodating the human factor.  
07.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action regarding the 2009 OSRC Commercial Flotation device New/Additional License Application submitted by War Eagle Resort (Joyce Blackwell, Pam Hazen and Larry Stephens) requesting seventy-five (75) CFDLs for Commercial Float Area #3.

Administrator Fite recommended that the Commission approve the additional 75 CFDLs for War Eagle Resort.

Commissioner Quarles motioned to approve the request for the additional seventy-five (75) OSRC Commercial Flotation Device Licenses for Commercial Float Area #3.  Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Quarles
-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-
 
Spears 

-Aye- 

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take action on April 7, 2009 letter from Jack Spears, Thunderbird Resorts, Inc.

A. “I wish to address the OSRC concerning the issue of “Bank Stabilization” as it relates to Arrowhead’s Property”.


B. “I wish to request the Watershed Management Committee to consider funding the project with poultry gift funds”.


Mr. Spears distributed to the Commission a series of pictures of Arrowhead Resort’s landing over the past five years showing 50 to 60 feet of erosion.  Mr. Spears asked the Commission for assistance through the funding provided the OSRC by the poultry industry.


Chairman Hilsher asked Administrator Fite the recommendation of OSRC staff.  Mr. Fite replied that he is open to bringing Russell Dutnell back for consultation of Arrowhead Resorts landing.  He said that Mr. Dutnell had visited Arrowhead Resort on two different occasions and gave Mr. Spears recommendations, which were not taken. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Quarles motioned to table Agenda Item # 08 and to refer Mr. Spears’ request to the Management Plan, Agriculture, Industry, Riparian, Urban and Watershed Coordination Subcommittee for future consideration.  Commissioner Clark seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Quarles
-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-
 
Spears 

-Aye- 

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-
09.
Tabled Agenda Item from February 17, 2009 OSRC Regular Business Meeting:


Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on motion authorizing expenditure of $20,000 OSRC funds to cost-share match $20,000 US Fish and Wildlife Service “Partnering for Wildlife” Grant for stream-bank stabilization project designed and coordinated by Oklahoma conservation Commission on property owned by Kevin Goodnight, located along the Barren Fork Creek, Cherokee County (Section 9, Township 16 North, Range 23 East) – presented by Commissioners Ed Brocksmith, John Larson and Gene Quarles.


Commissioner Brocksmith told the Commission that the committee visited the land owner’s site and met with U.S. Fish and Wildlife representatives, Oklahoma Conservation Commission representatives and Russell Dutnell.  Commissioner Brocksmith said that it was the committee’s opinion that the OSRC, with professional consultation, make a list of possible sites for rehabilitation and prioritize them for consideration.  


Commissioner Randall motioned to table Agenda Item 09 and refer it to the Management Plan, Agriculture, Industry, Riparian, Urban and Watershed Coordination Subcommittee.  Commissioner Quarles seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Quarles
-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-
 
Spears 

-Aye- 

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-
10.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on application from Jeffrey and Tamarkia Fisher to operate sno-cone trailer on state property at Illinois River public access areas.

Administrator Fite requested this agenda item be removed because he is going to meet with the Fishers at a later date.
11.
Review and Recommendations of OSRC Illinois River Management Plan.

Administrator Fite gave a brief history of how the OSRC Illinois River Management Plan came to be and what goals and accomplishments listed therein.  He asked the Commission to pick five major goals listed in the management plan that they would like to see worked on the next year.  
12.
Appointment of Commissioners to OSRC Committees.

Chairman Hilsher made the following appointments.


A. Audit and Budget


Commissioner Corp – Committee Chairman


Commissioner Larson



Commissioner Stubblefield


B. Legislative and Rules



Commissioner Quarles – Committee Chairman


Commissioner Corp

C. Management Plan, Agriculture, Industry, Riparian, Urban and Watershed Coordination



Commissioner Needham – Committee Chairman


Commissioner Bradford (Commissioner Culver’s Replacement)



Commissioner Brocksmith


D. Commercial Flotation Device Operation, Recreation and Licensing


Commissioner Randall – Committee Chairman



Commissioner Clark



Commissioner Spears

13.
Administrator’s Report.

Administrator Fite reported that Senate Bill 428 has passed the Oklahoma Legislature.  It prohibits glass containers in any flotation device on all of Oklahoma’s scenic rivers.  House Bill 1017 (Sunset Review) passed into law and re-creates the OSRC through June 30, 2013.  Senate Bill 508 (gives the OSRC the authority to spend funds in Adair County, Oklahoma) is still pending.  

During the month of June, Oklahoma Department of Transportation is planning to “Chip and Seal” approximately 10 miles of State Highway 10.
14.
New Business.

L. D. Stephens invited the Commission for a float trip.

Jack Spears commented on the increase of tractor-trailer traffic on Highway 10 and the hazards that may ensue.  He asked the Commission for any help to mitigate the increased traffic.

Commissioner Clark told the Commission that on May 1st and 2nd, the local fly fishing club is having its Smallmouth Rendevous at the Tahlequah Community Center from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
15.
Adjournment.

Commissioner Quarles motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Quarles
-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-
 
Spears 

-Aye- 

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Passed and approved this 16th day of June, 2009.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2009.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: December 11, 2009 








Commission #01019412       

