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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

June 16, 2009   5:30 p.m.

Tahlequah Armory Municipal Center, 100 North Water St., Tahlequah, OK  74464


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Hilsher called the meeting to order.

02.
Flag Salute/Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.

Administrator Fite led the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
03.
Welcome and Oath of Office to Monte Bradford, new OSRC Board Member appointed by Rep. Chris Benge, Speaker of the Oklahoma House of Representatives.

Chairman Hilsher welcomed Commissioner Bradford to the OSRC Board of Commissioners.

04.
Roll Call.


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Monte Bradford


Larry Clark


Ed Brocksmith



Steve Randall



Randy Corp







Gerald Hilsher






John Larson










Riley Needham


Gene Quarles







David Spears



Rick Stubblefield

05.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors.

Bob Blazs, USGS; Dick Wheatley, Richard Wheatley Co.; Josh Moore; Betty Ridge, Tahlequah Daily Press; Gina Levesque, Oklahoma Conservation Commission; Kurt Robinson, Betty Jo Fite-Hays, STIR; Jennifer Michaels, Delia Haak, Illinois River Watershed Partnership; L. D. Stephens, War Eagle Resort; Francie Fite, Swananoa; Kevin Stevens, Mike Moore, Meredith Lee, Larry Setters, OSRC Staff.

06.
Comments from Guests and Visitors.



There were no comments.


07.
Illinois River Basin Organization(s) Reports:


A. Illinois River Association, by L.D. Stephens, President:

Mr. Stephens reported to the Commission that media’s weather forecasts for the Tulsa area that give rain predictions of 40% chance or less on Saturdays has affected Commercial Flotation Device Operations (CFDO) as much as a 25% reduction in patronage.  


He said that school and church group excursions and lodging have declined in comparison to previous float seasons.  Store sales are also down among the CFDO’s.  Mr. Stephens also commented that the high number of semi-trucks on Highway 10 often run up behind buses that are doing 45 mph creating a safety concern.  He asked if there was anything the Commission could do to mitigate the problem.


Mr. Stephens complimented the OSRC River Rangers for doing a very good job and had positive feedback about Ranger visibility along the river.  He also thanked Kevin Stevens and his maintenance crew for doing a great job cleaning up the river and keeping the waterway navigable.  The new trash bags are more convenient and are a better quality than the previous bags that the OSRC distributed to the CFDO’s.


Commissioner Larson asked if Mr. Stephens keeps track of where his customer base is from.  Mr. Stephens replied that about 97% of his business is from somewhere other than the Tahlequah area.  Mr. Stephens did express his unhappiness with the new law that allows visitors to the river that bring their own flotation device, and not have to pay a user fee. 


B. Illinois River Watershed Partnership (IRWP) by Delia Haak, Executive Director.

Delia Haak reported to the Commission the current IRWP projects regarding education outreach, water monitoring, and conservation plans.


C. Poultry Partners, by Bev Saunders, Director.


Administrator Fite told the Commission that he received a report from Ms. Saunders via email and would distribute it to the commissioners the following morning.


D. Save the Illinois River, Inc, by Kurt Robinson, President.


Mr. Robinson commented that Oklahoma and Arkansas needs to work together to agree upon a set of water quality standards. 


Mr. Robinson told Commission that there is a major event occurring in the Illinois River watershed with regards to the new NACA waste water treatment plant that is about to go online in the Bentonville area of Northwest Arkansas.  He said that the treatment plants 


initial tolerances for phosphorous discharge is 1 milligram per liter (mg/l) and then reduced to .1 mg/l by the year 2012.  Mr. Robinson said that the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ), STIR, and several other organizations has opposed the initial allowance of phosphorous and asked if the technology is already available to achieve the .1 mg/l standard then why not implement it now.  Also, he told the Commission that the new waste water treatment plant is considered a new point source of phosphorous into an impaired stream and would violate the Clean Water Act.  He also questioned why the OSRC has not taken a stance on this issue.   


Mr. Robinson praised the OSRC for its commitment of funding for water sampling with the USGS and the ensuing reports and recommended that the Commission votes tonight to continue funding the USGS in water sampling.

16.
Administrator’s Report.


Chairman Hilsher moved the Administrator’s Report to follow Agenda Item 07.


Regarding NACA, Administrator Fite reported to the Commission that in December of 2003, Arkansas and Oklahoma with oversight of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), negotiated that both States would set a goal of achieving a .037 mg/l of phosphorous in waste water effluent.  In the Principals of Agreement, the main focus was point source pollutants, i.e. waste water treatment plants in Northwest Arkansas and Northeast Oklahoma, with the contemplation of Bentonville, Arkansas, would be developing a new waste water treatment plant that would facilitate the smaller communities of Tontitown, Cave Springs and Highfield.  In the Principals of Agreement, it was decided that both states would build their treatment plants to a 1 mg/l effluent standard and would revisit the standard in 2012.    


In regard to Mr. Robinson’s comment that the OSRC has not taken a stance on the proposed 1 mg/l verses the .1 mg/l, Mr. Fite said that the OSRC is yielding to its sister agencies of ODEQ and the Oklahoma Secretary of Environment and that this issue is already being addressed.  Mr. Fite suggested to Chairman Hilsher that the OSRC invite representatives from NACA and Oklahoma state agencies to hear both sides of the story.


Mr. Fite reported that the new office trailer has been delivered and is being set up behind the OSRC headquarters building.  Cost of the new office space were $4,500 for trailer, approximately $2,000 for delivery, and an estimated $1,000 for setup.


The OSRC will be spending about $4,000 for new signage along the Highway 10 corridor. 


Forty-five thousand trash bags have been distributed to the Commercial Flotation Device Operations for their patrons use with another 45,000 coming later in the summer.  Cost of 

the custom printed bags is $5,000.


Bacteria sampling may continue in July depending if USEPA-Region VI-Dallas approves and funds the project.


HB 1017, The Scenic Rivers Commission Sunset Review is complete.  HB 1121 passed giving the OSRC authority to use riparian funds for conservation easement agreements in Adair County.


The annual river cleanup will be Friday, July 10th, at Diamondhead Resort.


The OSRC will be meeting with members of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation to discuss what can be done to mitigate the large truck traffic along Highway 10.

08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action approving the Minutes of April 21, 2009, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.


Commissioner Brocksmith motioned to approve the Minutes of April 21, 2009, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.  Commissioner Corp seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Quarles
-Absent-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Absent-


Corp

-Abstain-

Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Larson

-Aye-
 
 
09.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action approving 2009 OSRC Commercial Flotation Device New/Additional License Application submitted by Elephant Rock Nature Park (Rod and Susan Foster) requesting one (1) CFDL for Commercial Float Area #3.


Administrator Fite recommended that the Commission approve the request for 1 CFDL for Elephant Rock Nature Park.


Commissioner Larson motioned to approve the 2009 OSRC Commercial Flotation Device New/Additional License Application submitted by Elephant Rock Nature Park (Rod and Susan Foster) requesting one (1) CFDL for Commercial Float Area #3.  Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.



The vote follows:


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Quarles
-Absent-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Absent-


Corp

-Aye-


Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Larson

-Aye-
 

10.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take action authorizing Chairperson-OSRC Management Plan, Agriculture, Industry, Riparian, Urban and Watershed Coordination Committee and Administrator to negotiate and consummate cooperative agreements for maintenance and management of areas used for public access to the following scenic river areas:


A. Lake Francis Dam Area (Illinois River-Adair County);


B. Carnes Ford Area (Illinois River-Adair County);


C. New Life Ranch Bridge Area (Flint Creek-Delaware County)


D. Hazelnut Bridge Area (Flint Creek-Delaware County) and,


E. Lands lying south of the Illinois River and north of the existing Combs Road and Combs Bridge extending east to eastern boundary of Section 13, Township 18 N, Range 22E IBM (Illinois River-Cherokee County)


Commissioner Stubblefield motioned to approve Agenda Item 10 in its entirety.


Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Quarles
-Absent-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Absent-


Corp

-Aye-


Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Larson

-Aye-
 
 
11.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take action approving Joint Funding Agreement for Continuation of USGS-OSRC Illinois River Basin Surface-Water Monitoring and Water-Quality Sampling Project, for the period July 01, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  Total Project Cost $86,600.00.


Administrator Fite recommended approval of the water quality sampling project.  He did note, however, that generally the cooperative agreement funding with the USGS is 50/50 but this year the USGS’s funding would be $83,500.


Bob Blazs, USGS, commented that it has been a continuous effort to keep the agreement at 50/50 but, due to funding and inflation, the USGS could not match the OSRC’s commitment amount.  


After some discussion Commissioner Larson asked whether the OSRC could commit to the project given the current economic crisis in the country and state budget cuts.  Commissioner Corp, who is chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee, replied that there is the $86,600 allotted for the project. 


Commissioner Stubblefield motioned to approve the Joint Funding Agreement for Continuation of USGS-OSRC Illinois River Basin Surface-Water Monitoring and Water-Quality Sampling Project, for the period July 01, 2009, through June 30, 2010.  Total Project Cost $86,600.  Commissioner Corp seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Quarles
-Absent-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Absent-


Corp

-Aye-


Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Larson

-Aye-
 
 
12.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action approving FY-2010 OSRC Budget, presented by Commissioner Randy Corp, Chairperson-OSRC Audit and Budget Committee.


Commissioner Corp told the Commission that appropriations/revenue will be going down about 18% come the next fiscal year and that Cheryl Allen, OSRC staff, along with Administrator Fite did an excellent job making the necessary cuts to balance the budget.


Commissioner Corp said that the Audit and Budget Committee recommends approval of the OSRC FY-2010 budget as presented.


Commissioner Stubblefield motioned to approve the FY-2010 OSRC Budget.  Commissioner Brocksmith seconded the motion.


After some discussion, the vote follows:


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Quarles
-Absent-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Absent-


Corp

-Aye-


Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Larson

-Aye-
 
 
13.
Update and Discussion of OSRC Illinois River Management Plan, presented by Commissioner Riley Needham, Chairperson-OSRC Management Plan, Agriculture, Industry, Riparian, Urban and Watershed Coordination Committee.

Commissioner Needham told the Commission that the OSRC Management Plan Committee is in the early stages of development and suggested to the Commissioners to consider a project oriented plan(s).  He suggested that the Commission discuss ideas for 

the plan and then present them to stakeholders for consideration and prioritization.

Chairman Hilsher said that a project plan is exactly what the Commission needs to implement to further the mission of the OSRC.  Commissioner Stubblefield said this approach will transform the OSRC’s interactions with stakeholders for the better and is a great way to bring the management plan to life for the next generation.

Chairman Hilsher suggested that the Commission meet at a later date to start the planning process for the Management Plan.
14.
Ranger Report.


Ranger Supervisor Mike Moore reported to the Commission that he is seeing a trend of OSRC violations, i.e. glass, styrofoam, to be going down.  Visitors to the river seem to be more educated regarding OSRC’s rules and regulations.  However, alcohol-related violations are on the rise with public intoxication, underage drinking, and alcohol greater than 3.2.  Ranger Moore distributed a summary of violations/arrests to the Commissioners and commented on each item.  He told the Commission that the OSRC Ranger Department currently has 3 full time and 4 seasonal rangers.  

15.
Education Outreach Coordinator Report.


Ms. Lee reported that she is currently involved with the OSRC’s Riverscout Camp.  It is a week long camp for children ages 8-12 where they learn water safety, stream ecology, tree identification, etc. with a float trip the final day that is sponsored by Arrowhead Resort.

Ms. Lee attended several education fairs.  In April she attended the Project Learning Tree, 8th Grade Career Fair and the Tenkiller Fishing Clinic.  In June, she attended the Hastings Health Fair.


May marked the end of the Frogology programs for the year.  She conducted 71 programs with a total attendance of 1,460 second graders.


July 10 marks the one and only river cleanup this year and is being held at Diamondhead Resort.  After the cleanup there will be a free lunch and prize drawings, including 2 new kayaks.


Ms. Lee is currently working on a new Floater’s Guide and plans to have it published soon.

16.
Administrator’s Report.


Chairman Hilsher moved Agenda Item 16 to follow Agenda Item 07.
17.  
New Business.


There was no new business.
18.  
Adjournment.


Commissioner Corp motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Bradford seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Quarles
-Absent-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Absent-


Corp

-Aye-


Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Larson

-Aye-
 
 
Passed and approved this ____ day of __________, 2009.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2009.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: December 11, 2009 








Commission #01019412       

