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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

June 21, 2011   5:30 p.m.

Tahlequah Armory Municipal Center, 100 North Water St., Tahlequah, OK  74464


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Randall called the meeting to order.

02.
Flag Salute/Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.

Administrator Fite led the Flag Salute/Pledge of Allegiance and the Invocation. 

03.
Roll Call.


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Monte Bradford


Jeff Bashaw


Larry Clark



David Spears


Randy Corp


Michael Fuhr


Gerald Hilsher






John Larson






Riley Needham





Trey Peyton









Steve Randall










Rick Stubblefield

04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors.

Delia Haak, Illinois River Watershed Partnership; Teddye Snell, Tahlequah Daily Press; Warren Wagner, Sequoyah Club; Summer Eastham, Tomas Eastham, Falcon Floats/Riverville Lodge; Tammy Eller, All American Floats; John Reynolds; Cheryl Allen, Kevin Stevens, Stephanie Stephens, OSRC Staff.

05.
Comments from Guests and Visitors.



Summer Eastham commented that Falcon Floats would like to have the Echota 2 Public Access Area (adjacent to Falcon Floats) reopened to the public and discussed upcoming concert plans for Riverville Lodge.


Tom Eastham said that he asked to be on the June 21, 2011, OSRC Regular Business Meeting two weeks prior to discuss the closure of the Echota 2 Public Access Area and wanted to know how to formally be included on the next agenda.  Chairman Randall told Mr. Eastham that by making his statement tonight, he will be added to the August 16, 2011, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.


Administrator Fite asked Chairman Randall if Agenda Item 13, Administrator’s Report, could be moved to follow Agenda Item 05.  Chairman Randall agreed.

13.
Administrator’s Report.


Mr. Fite told the Commission about the incident that occurred last summer on June 4th where there was a standoff between Falcon Floats co-owner Chuck Eastham and OSRC River Rangers, Cherokee County Sherriff’s Deputies, Cherokee Nation Marshals, and Oklahoma Highway Patrol Officers.   Adjudication is still pending in the Cherokee County courts.  Decision to close the Echota 2 Public Access was based on the following reasons: minimize any conflict between river rangers and Falcon Floats; pending court proceedings; diminishing returns from camping fees plus expense of portable toilets.  Mr. Fite said that he discussed being on the agenda with Mr. Eastham but did not do so because in a meeting with Kevin Stevens, OSRC Operations Manager, and Mr. Eastham it was decided that it was best to not do anything until the pending court proceedings are resolved.


On June 28th and 29th, the Arkansas Water Resource Center is conducting a tour of Northwest Arkansas with regards to riparian areas and non-point source pollution.  It is being cosponsored by the Arkansas Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois River Watershed Partnership.


July 12th there will be a four state 4-H Illinois River float trip sponsored by the Illinois River Watershed Partnership.


Administrator Fite reported that since the Memorial Day weekend, there has been 4 drownings on the Illinois River.  The one thing in common with each incident was that there were no lifejackets used by the victim.  Two of the 4 drownings involved alcohol.  All 4 drownings occurred when the river was above median flow based on historical records.


The OSRC has already noticed the effects of the diminished budget and reduction of services.  Complaints have been made about the trash at the Highway 412 Bridge at Flint Creek.  OSRC Staff make rounds to the area weekly, but cannot keep up with the trash accumulation during the week.


The OSRC has received a small stipend from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to do some work at the Boy Scout Hole and Welling Bridge areas.

06.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to approve FY-2012 (July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012) OSRC Budget Work Program.


Administrator Fite distributed to the Commission a proposed FY-2012 OSRC budget and gave a summary outlining revenue and expenses.


Commissioner Fuhr motioned to approve the FY-2012 (July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012) OSRC Budget Work Program.  Commissioner Corp seconded the motion.



The vote on motion for agenda item 06:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Aye-


Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Aye-


Spears 

-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

07.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action, subject to securing funding, approving FY-2012 OSRC Budget Work Program Revision #1 to include Joint funding Agreement for the Continuation of the OSRC-USGS Illinois River Basin Water Quality Monitoring and Stream Gauging Network Program.  OSRC Cost-Share is $75,600 (USGS Cost-Share is $115,700 and USACE Cost-Share is $19,200, Total Program Cost is $210,500).


Administrator Fite told the Commission that Agenda Items 07, 08, and 09 are proposed upon the contingency that additional funding will become available and that board approval now would expedite implementation.


Commissioner Hilsher motioned to approve FY-2012 OSRC Budget Work Program Revision #1 to include Joint funding Agreement for the Continuation of the OSRC-USGS Illinois River Basin Water Quality Monitoring and Stream Gauging Network Program.  OSRC Cost-Share is $75,600.  Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.


After some discussion, the vote on motion for agenda item 07:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Aye-


Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Aye-


Spears 

-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action, subject to securing funding, approving FY-2012 OSRC Budget Work Program Revision #2 to include $35,000 to fund placement of 15-25 portable toilets in public access areas to the Barren Fork Creek, Flint Creek and Illinois River; and, to recruit increased seasonal staffing to enforce/police OSRC Rules and State Laws and to clean up trash/litter and maintain aesthetic condition of public use facilities/area and gravel bars/streambanks of Barren Fork Creek, Flint Creek and Illinois River.


Chairman Randall consolidated Agenda Item 08 with Agenda Item 09.
 
09.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action, subject to securing funding, approving FY-2012 OSRC Budget Work Program Revision #3 to include $15,000 to fund new educational outreach brochures/signage/materials and purchase of up to 100,000 trash bags for “free distribution” to the public using the Barren Fork Creek, Flint Creek and Illinois River.


Commissioner Stubblefield motioned to approve Agenda Item 08 and Agenda Item 09 as written.  Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.


Commissioner Hilsher expressed his concern about the budget cuts and subsequent reduction in OSRC services and maintenance.  He suggested rather than looking for difficult-to-find large grants, supplement OSRC funding with small grants and local sponsorships.


Chairman Randall challenged the Commissioners to come up with suggestions for possible funding.



The vote on combined motion for agenda items 08 and 09:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Aye-


Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Aye-


Spears 

-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-


10.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action approving the Minutes of April 19, 2011, Regular Business Meeting.


Commissioner Larson motioned to approve the Minutes of April 19, 2011, Regular Business Meeting.  Commissioner Hilsher seconded the motion.


The vote on motion for agenda item 10:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Abstain-

Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Abstain-

Spears 

-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

11.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on new and temporary 2011 commercial flotation device licenses applications:

A. Elephant Rock Nature Park – 14 CFDL for CFA #3

B. Any applications received since the posting of the agenda


Commissioner Stubblefield motioned to approve the 14 new commercial flotation device licenses for Elephant Rock Nature Park for Commercial Float Area #3.  Commissioner Hilsher seconded the motion.


The vote on motion for agenda item 11:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Aye-


Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Aye-


Spears 

-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

12.
River Ranger’s Report.

Ranger Stephens reported to the Commission that from May thru June there has been 18 arrests, 2 citations, 2 written warnings, and 4 drownings.
Chairman Randall opened the floor to Delia Haak, Illinois River Watershed Partnership (IRWP).

Ms. Haak reported to the Commission that she attended the national conference River Rally on June 6th in Charleston, South Carolina.  The Illinois River Watershed was one of three watersheds in the country that was invited by the USGS for case studies.

The IRWP is hosting a four state Watershed Academy at the Cherokee Casino in West Siloam Springs, Arkansas, on September 29th and 30th.  
14.
New Business.


Commissioner Clark addressed the need to require floaters to wear personal flotation devices.  Chairman Randall suggested Commissioner Clark form a committee to research the proposal and to report back to the Commission.  Commissioner Hilsher suggested to first research the law to see if the OSRC has the authority to require floaters 


to wear personal flotation devices.  
15.
Adjournment.


Commissioner Hilsher motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Corp seconded the motion.


The vote on motion for agenda item 15:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Aye-


Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Aye-


Spears 

-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

Passed and approved this _____ day of ______________, 2011.   ___________________________









  Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2011.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: December 11, 2013 








Commission #01019412       

