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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

August 16, 2011   5:30 p.m.

Tahlequah Armory Municipal Center, 100 North Water Street, Tahlequah, OK  74464


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Steve Randall called the meeting to order.

02.
Flag Salute/Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.

Administrator Ed Fite led the Flag Salute/Pledge of Allegiance and the Invocation. 

03.
Roll Call.


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Monte Bradford*


Jeff Bashaw


Larry Clark



Randy Corp



Gerald Hilsher



Michael Fuhr

John Larson






Riley Needham





Trey Peyton









Steve Randall










David Spears


Rick Stubblefield*

* Commissioner Bradford and Commissioner Stubblefield arrived at 5:45 p.m.
04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors.

Shanon Phillips, Oklahoma Conservation Commission; Delia Haak, Marshall Mitchell, Illinois River Watershed Partnership; Summer Eastham, Thomas Eastham, Falcon Floats/Riverville Lodge; Cheryl Allen, Kevin Stevens, Stephanie Stephens, OSRC Staff.

05.
Comments from Guests and Visitors.



There were no comments.  

06.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action approving the minutes of June 21, 2011 OSRC Regular Business Meeting.


Commissioner John Larson motioned to approve the Minutes of June 21, 2011, Regular Business Meeting.  Commissioner Gerald Hilsher seconded the motion.

The vote on motion for agenda item 06:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Absent-

Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Absent-

Spears 

-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Absent-

07.
Presentation by Shanon Phillips, Oklahoma Conservation Commission, of recent North Canadian River Watershed Education Tour.


Shanon Phillips provided a Power Point presentation on the North Canadian River Watershed where stakeholders toured, over a three day period, the watershed to observe and learn of best management projects implemented by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission and local conservation districts in partnership with landowners to mitigate non-point pollutant sources.  Ms. Phillips suggested that a similar education tour should be planned for the Illinois River and asked the Commission for help and ideas.
08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to approve partnership with Oklahoma Conservation Commission and Illinois River Watershed Partnership to plan/conduct Illinois River Watershed Education Tour.


Commissioner Rick Stubblefield motioned to approve a partnership with Oklahoma Conservation Commission and Illinois River Watershed Partnership to plan/conduct Illinois River Watershed Education Tour.  Commissioner Gerald Hilsher seconded the motion.



The vote on motion for agenda item 08:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Absent-

Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

09.
Presentation by Dr. Delia Haak, Illinois River Watershed Partnership, related to its partnership activities; upcoming 4-State Watershed Academy; and Clean River Raingers Education Outreach Program.


Dr. Haak introduced Marshall Mitchell, Captain of the Clean Water Raingers, a country and western singer who performed a series of river conservation songs/videos and educational segments that Mr. Mitchell produced for the Illinois River Watershed Partnership.

Dr. Haak invited Commissioners to attend the 4-State Watershed Academy to be held at the Cherokee Casino, West Siloam Springs, OK, on September 29th and 30th.  She reported that the focus of the academy is on water management targeting legislators and other decision makers.
10.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action authorizing OSRC Administrator to permit emergency grazing and/or hay cutting from August 17 through September 16, 2011, on individual case by case basis, within total exclusion area for lands subject to OSRC 30-Year Riparian Protection Conservation Easement Agreements.


Administrator Ed Fite asked Commissioners for permission to allow those stakeholders who have entered into riparian area conservation easement agreements with the OSRC to cut hay or permit grazing on those lands for 30 days to help mitigate the severe drought conditions. 

Commissioner Monte Bradford motioned to authorize OSRC Administrator to permit emergency grazing and/or hay cutting from August 17 through September 16, 2011, on an individual case by case basis, within total exclusion area for lands subject to OSRC 30-Year Riparian Protection Conservation Easement Agreements.  Commissioner Larry Clark seconded the motion.


The vote on motion for agenda item 10:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Absent-

Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

 
11.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action, to change date of the October 18, 2011 OSRC Regular Business Meeting as not to conflict with the Annual Governor’s Water Conference set for October 18-19, 2011.  

Commissioner Gerald Hilsher motioned to change the October 18, 2011, OSRC Regular Business Meeting to October 25, 2011.  Commissioner Rick Stubblefield seconded the motion. 

The vote on motion for agenda item 11:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Absent-

Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-


12.
Presentation by Commissioner Larry Clark related to initiating rulemaking for procedures related to use of lifejackets.


A.  Discussion by OSRC Commissioners; and,


B.  Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action related to this agenda item.

Commissioner Clark did not have a report prepared at this time.


Administrator Ed Fite reported that he had met with U.S. Coast Guard personnel regarding a loaner lifejacket program.  He said OSRC staff  are considering installing loaner lifejacket stations in the public access areas where patrons can use the loaner lifejacket to swim or float.  Staff is currently researching funding through grants from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the National Boating Safety Council.   
13.
Presentation by Summer and Tom Eastham related to Falcon Floats use of OSRC owned or managed public access areas to the Illinois River.


A.  Discussion by Commissioners: and,


B.  Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action related to this agenda item.

Summer Eastham made a request of Commissioners to open up the Echota 2 Public Access Area so Falcon Floats customers could park and camp in that area.  She said the OSRC closed the park because of budget cuts; Falcon Floats is offering to rent out all of the camping sites for the holiday weekend to help the OSRC’s financial restraints.  

After some discussion, Administrator Ed Fite gave a briefing of the chain of events involving the owners of Falcon Floats, Chuck and Summer Eastham, that led to the closure of the Echota 2 Public Access Area.  He recommended that the park stayed closed until the Courts have made a ruling regarding the stand-off between Chuck Eastham and OSRC River Rangers along with other law enforcement agencies. There was no action taken.  

14.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action related to new and temporary 2011 commercial flotation device licenses applications, for any applications received since the posting of the agenda.

Administrator Ed Fite reported to Commissioners that there were no new CFDL applications received since the posting of the agenda.  He reported that Commercial Flotation Device Operations should be receiving 2012 CFDL renewal application packets soon.  He stated that applications are due by 4:00 P.M., September 30th.  Late applications will receive an automatic 15% reduction in renewed licenses.

There was no action. 
15.
Presentation by OSRC Administrator related to OSRC 2011 General Election for Adair, Cherokee and Delaware County Representatives:


A.  General election date is Tuesday, December 06, 2011;


B.  Candidate Filing Period is November 14, 15 and 16, 2011 (Monday-Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day);


C.  Close time/date for new voter registration is Monday, November 14, 2011 at 4:30 p.m.;

D.  Other information related to OSRC 2011 General Election requirements/procedures.


Administrator Ed Fite briefed Commissioners about the upcoming OSRC Election.
16.
Presentation of River Ranger Report, provided by Lt. Stephanie Stephens


Ranger Stephens reported to Commissioners that from May 7th thru August 13th, the OSRC rangers have arrested 67 people, written 44 citations and 3 warnings.  There have been a total of 6 drowning incidents on the Illinois River during the same period.


Ranger Stephens said that with the recent budget constraints, River Rangers have relied heavily on the support of the Cherokee County Sherriff’s Office, Cherokee Nation Marshal Service, Illinois River Area Volunteer Fire Department, Oklahoma Highway Patrol, and the Oklahoma Highway Patrol’s Marine Division. 
17.
Presentation by OSRC Administrator related to:

A.  Illinois River Cleanup on Friday, September 9, 2011;


B.  Illinois Riverfest 2011 on Saturday, October 15, 2011; and,


C.  Other OSRC Programs, Activities and Summary of 2011 Recreational Season.


Administrator Ed Fite reported to Commissioners that at the Illinois River Cleanup on September 9th participants will be treated to smoked ribs and smoked chicken sandwiches provided by Cobb-Vantress.  Several door prizes will also be given away along with 2 kayaks donated by Armstrong Bank and Cobb-Vantress.

The annual Illinois Riverfest will be held October 29th at War Eagle Resort, not October 15th as listed in the Agenda.
18.
New Business.


There was no new business.

19.
Adjournment.


Commissioner Gerald Hilsher motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Monte Bradford seconded the motion.


The vote on motion for agenda item 19:

Bashaw
-Absent-

Larson

-Aye-


Bradford
-Aye-


Needham
-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Corp

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-

Fuhr

-Absent-

Spears 

-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-
 
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-


Passed and approved this _____ day of ______________, 2011.   ___________________________









  Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2011.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: December 11, 2013 








Commission #01019412       

