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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

August 16, 2005
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Stubblefield called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard






Larry Clark*






Bob Ed Culver









Rod Foster


Jeannine Hale


Gerald Hilsher



John Larson






Jennifer Owen







Steve Randall**






Jan Rucker





 
Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


*Commissioner Clark arrived at 6:30 p.m.


**Commissioner Randall left the meeting at 9 p.m.

04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Jennene Fuller; Marie Hawthorne; Marty Smith; Sally Beckman; Vaiola Hill; Andy Anderson, Wauhillau Outing Club; John Henry Ward, TPF; Kim Winton, USGS; David Boswell; Teddye Snell, Tahlequah Daily Press; Jack Spears, AHC; Peggy Krider, Wauhillau Outing Club; Kevin James, Barren Fork; Philip Hixon, JPM; Kurt Robinson, Flint Ridge; David Berry, ODA; David Spears, AHC; Ed Brocksmith, STIR; Sam Chandler, Adair County Commissioner; Phil Lorenz, STIR; Dawn Cain; Charlie Neal; Tonya James; Ken Stamper; Mitch Fram, OSU Extension; Mac Martin; Bartow Hix; Cheryl Allen, OSRC; Meredith Lee, OSRC; Larry Setters, OSRC; Anthony Dotson, OSRC.

05.
Approval of Minutes of the April 19 and June 21, 2005, OSRC Regular Business Meetings.

Commissioner Wilkinson motioned to approve the Minutes of the April 19 and June 21, 2005, OSRC Regular Business Meetings.  Commissioner Rucker seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-


Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson 
-Aye-

06.      Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on the OSRC FY-06 Budget.

Commissioner Culver motioned to approve the OSRC FY-06 Budget.  Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.

After some discussion the vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-


Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson 
-Aye-

07. Consideration , vote to approve, amend or take other action on any information submitted by Jack and David Spears, Owners of AHC, within the 30-day timeframe specified at the June 21, 2005, OSRC Regular Business Meeting to support their position concerning the Oklahoma Tax Commission User Fee Audit.

a. Discussion by Jack Spears;

b. Discussion and comments by Commissioners;

c. Vote on motion(s).

Mr. Spears proceeded to tell the Commission what a great operation he runs and how he runs it.  He then offered to the Commission a box of reservation records as proof  that AHC did not owe the $2244.00 in user fees as reported by the Oklahoma Tax Commission (OTC).

Commissioner Larson asked Mr. Spears if the tax auditor reviewed all the records that he is presenting to the Commission as evidence.  Mr. Spears replied that his accountant, Kevin Dudley, stated that Kurt Watson of the OTC did not consider AHC’s reservations during the audit.

After some discussion Commissioner Hale asked Mr. Spears if he submitted any additional information to the OSRC within the 30 days of the June 21st meeting that the Commission set.  Mr. Spears said that Mr. Fite never mentioned the thirty days to him and for him to bring any submissions in at any time.  

After some discussion Commissioner Culver motioned to vote to clear Jack Spears and AHC of $2244.00 in outstanding user fees with no further action.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-No-


Clark

-Absent-


Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-No-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-No-

 

Stubblefield
-No-

Hilsher

-No-



Wilkinson 
-No-

Commissioner Hilsher motioned that the OSRC refers the matter to an Administrative Law Judge along with any taxes, user fees, or penalties that are due.  Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.

After some discussion the vote follows:


Blackard
-No-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-


Owen

-No-


Culver

-No-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-No-

 

Rucker

-No-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson 
-Aye-

08. Discussion on an unauthorized dam on Barren Fork Creek, Adair County, OK.

Chairman Stubblefield combined Agenda Item 08 with Agenda Item 09.

09. Discussion on an unauthorized dam on Barren Fork Creek, Cherokee County, OK.

Chairman Stubblefield briefly discussed the history of streambed violations beginning with the Hoby Ferrell incident at Chewy Bridge on the Illinois River in 2003 and ending with current investigations on the Flint Creek and Barren Fork streams.  He also discussed the creation of a Watershed Coordination and Management Subcommittee and what its two purposes are. 1) The committee will solicit funds from local, county, municipal and state government bodies and also from the private sector. 2) It will work with the landowners to let them know about the permitting process and to promote conservation and riparian area development 

10. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on a resolution requesting the state and federal agencies to defend Oklahoma scenic streams from nonpermitted dredging, damming, gravel mining or any other nonpermitted projects by levying maximum fines against responsible parties.  Requested by Chairman Stubblefield.

Commissioner Hale made a motion to approve a resolution requesting the state and federal agencies to defend Oklahoma scenic streams from nonpermitted dredging, damming, gravel mining or any other nonpermitted projects by levying significant fines against responsible parties. Commissioner Hilsher seconded the motion.

(Commissioner Hilsher suggested to Commissioner Hale that the word maximum in “…maximum fines…” in the motion be amended to “…significant fines…” Commissioner Hale concurred.)

After some discussion the vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-


Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-


Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson 
-Aye-

11. Presentation by the U.S. Geological Survey regarding that agency’s ongoing water sampling within the Illinois River Basin.

Kim Winton discussed bacteria sampling performed by the USGS.  One of the main bacteria tests is for E-Coli.  High levels of E-Coli in the water system are good indicator that there are other pathogens and protozoa in the water.  When the water level rises, the bacteria count goes up; this is a result of runoff.  She presented several examples of graphs and data correlating the bacteria count with runoff events and with turbidity.  Ms. Winton also explained the costs involved with the sampling and cost sharing allowances.  

12. Establishment of a Watershed Coordination and Management Subcommittee.  Appointment by Chairman Stubblefield.
Chairman Stubblefield initiated the creation of the Watershed Coordination and Management Subcommittee.  Its purpose is to seek grant funding from various sources including federal, state, county, and municipal governmental agencies, as well as commercial businesses and industry for preservation and conservation projects to be administered in the Illinois River watershed.  Commissioners appointed to the subcommittee are: Commissioner Randall, Commissioner Wilkinson, Commissioner Rucker, and Commissioner Larson along with Commissioner Stubblefield.

13. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on Commissioner Foster’s request at the June 21, 2005, OSRC Regular Business Meeting to establish an OSRC Employee Grievance Committee.

Commissioner Foster gave a brief explanation for his proposal of the establishment of an OSRC Employee Grievance Committee. 

Commissioner Culver motioned to establish an OSRC Employee Grievance Committee.  Commissioner Foster seconded the motion.

After some discussion the vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-No-


Clark

-No-



Owen

-No-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-No-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-No-

Hale

-No-

 

Stubblefield
-No-

Hilsher

-No-



Wilkinson 
-No-
14. Approval of Certificates of Commendation to be presented to the City of Siloam Springs, AR; City of Fayetteville, AR; City of Rogers, AR; City of Bentonville, AR; City of Springdale, AR; Town of Westville, OK; and the City of Tahlequah, OK for their commitment and dedication to improve water quality within Oklahoma scenic river basins.

Commissioner Larson motioned to approve that the OSRC gives Certificates of Commendation to be presented to the City of Siloam Springs, AR; City of Fayetteville, AR; City of Rogers, AR; City of Bentonville, AR; City of Springdale, AR; Town of Westville, OK; and the City of Tahlequah, OK for their commitment and dedication to improve water quality within Oklahoma scenic river basins.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson 
-Aye-

15. Presentation by Ken Stamper on the Poultry Waste to Energy 319 Nonpoint Source U.S. Environmental Protection Agency/Oklahoma Conservation Commission demonstration project.

Mr. Stamper is proposing to build a plant that converts poultry litter into energy and chemical byproducts.  The plant proposed for southern Delaware County is considered Phase 1 with no energy generation.  Depending on the project’s success, the plant would be upgraded to a Phase 2 facility with energy generation.  

The plant will refine the bio-mass by anaerobic digestion.  The byproducts of the anaerobic digestion are methane, hydrogen sulfide, concentrated fertilizers, and a fibrous material.  

Chairman Stubblefield asked what kind of economic benefit it would have for the poultry growers.  Mr. Stamper replied that the grower would be compensated 5 to 7 dollars per ton of litter.  Commissioner Rucker agreed that was a fair compensation value.

Commissioner Hilsher asked if there were any non-useful byproducts.  Mr. Stamper said that the only byproduct not desired was calcium carbonate (limestone).  He indicated that there is a market for calcium carbonate in other states.

Other issues brought to the table were storm water collection and water sources for production.  All storm water is to be collected and to be used in production or to be land applied to adjacent parcel.  Other water supplies would be pumped from onsite wells.

16. New Business.

There was no new business.

17. Miscellaneous Discussion.

Mr. Spears expressed his displeasure with the Commission on their vote to have the disputed issue of $2244.00 referred to an Administrative Law Judge.

18. Adjournment.  

Passed and approved this 15st day of November, 2005.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2005.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 
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