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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Special Business Meeting

September 22, 2005
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Stubblefield called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard






Larry Clark






Bob Ed Culver









Rod Foster


Gerald Hilsher



John Larson






Jennifer Owen







Steve Randall






Jan Rucker





 
Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


Commissioner Hale has resigned her position.

04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Martin Brown, Joyce, Paul & McDaniel, P.C.; Bob Smith, Arkansas Democrat Gazette; Keith Morgan, Bev Saunders, Poultry Partners; Scott McDaniel, Russ Florence, Perterson Farms, Inc.; John Moore, The Morning News; Rod Walton, Steve Holman, Tulsa World; Jack Spears, Arrowhead Camp; Otis Bennett; Robert Jackson; Ellen Phillips, Oklahoma Attorney General; Teddye Snell, Tahlequah Daily Press; T. Bullock; Richard Garren; Marie Hawthorne; Robert George; Bryan Burns, Tyson; Mitch Fram, OSU Extension; Cheryl Allen, OSRC; Meredith Lee, OSRC; Larry Setters, OSRC; Mike Moore, OSRC.

05.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on recommendation from Scenic Stream Watershed Coordination and Management Subcommittee to accept $1.1 Million from Peterson Farms, Incorporated; Tyson, Incorporated; Simmons Foods, Incorporated; George’s Incorporated; Cargill Turkey Production, L.L.C.; and Willow Brook Foods, Incorporated.

A. Presentation by Subcommittee Chairman Steve Randall

B. Discussion by Commissioners

C. Vote on Motion

Commissioner Randall, who chaired the Scenic Stream Watershed Coordination and Management Subcommittee, gave a brief synopsis of the committee’s work to contact private and governmental entities to request grant funding.  When the offer from the poultry industry arrived, all five members of the subcommittee voted to recommend to the OSRC that $1.1 million be accepted. 

Commissioner Hilsher expressed concerns with the wording of the Resolution (Appendix A) that the subcommittee submitted to the OSRC.  He explained that the State of Oklahoma is currently in litigation with the above-mentioned poultry companies and that the wording of the resolution may be used in such litigation against the State of Oklahoma.  He also pointed out that if the Commission votes on the resolution, they may be in violation of the Open Meetings Act because the resolution is not posted on the meeting’s agenda.  Commissioner Hilsher proceeded to pass out to the board members an alternative resolution (Appendix B) stating that the OSRC simply accepts the $1.1 million and does not endorse any poultry activities.  

After some discussion by the Commissioners, Ellen Phillips of the Oklahoma Attorney General’s (AG) Office stated that the AG’s office is in favor of the $1.1 million donation to the OSRC; however, the AG’s office does not endorse the resolution that states that the OSRC endorses the poultry industry litter management plan.  She said that paragraph 5 that includes the litter management proposals is prejudicial to the state and the position the state has taken against the poultry industry.

Commissioner Owen asked Ms. Phillips if the Commission were to remove paragraphs 5 and 6 from the resolution, would it be acceptable to the AG’s office.  Ms. Phillips replied that if the resolution has no ties to the OSRC and is merely thanking them for the donation, the AG’s office has no problem with it.

Mr. McDaniel, an attorney for the poultry industry, stated that if the Commission decides to rewrite the resolution that the money offered by the poultry industry is not ensured.  He asked the Commission if they wanted the money or not. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Rucker motioned to approve the recommendation from the Scenic Stream Watershed and Management Subcommittee to accept $1.1 million from Peterson Farms, Incorporated; Tyson, Incorporated; Simmons Foods, Incorporated; George’s Incorporated; Cargill Turkey Production, L.L.C.; and Willow Brook Foods, Incorporated.  Commissioner Culver seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Owen

-No-


Clark

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-No-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-
Hilsher

-No-

 

Wilkinson 
-No-

Larson

-Aye-




06.      Adjournment.

Passed and approved this 15th day of November, 2005.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2005.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 
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