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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

April 19, 2005
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Stubblefield called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard



Jeannine Hale


Larry Clark



Gerald Hilsher


Bob Ed Culver









Rod Foster



John Larson






Jennifer Owen







Steve Randall






Jan Rucker





 
Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

April Stone, Tahlequah Daily Press; Philip Hixon, Peterson Farms; Kriston Martin; Ed Brocksmith, STIR; Phil Lorenz, STIR; Mitch Fram, OSU Extension; Robin Landra, Oklahoma Farm Bureau; Carolyn Lockwood; Ron Timmons; James Secratt; Bartow Hix; Keith Morgan, Poultry Partners; Bev Saunders, Poultry Partners; Gene Coburn; Cheryl Allen, OSRC; Meredith Lee, OSRC; Larry Setters, OSRC; Brian Stanglin, OSRC.

05. 
Approval of Minutes of the February 15, 2005, OSRC Regular Business Meeting and the March 22, 2005, OSRC Special Business Meeting.  

Commissioner Foster made a motion to accept the February 15, 2005, OSRC Regular Business Meeting Minutes and the March 22, 2005, OSRC Special Business Meeting Minutes as written. Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.  

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Absent-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-


Wilkinson       -Aye-
06.      Administrator's Report.

a. Update on pending legislation and budget items;

b. Report on upcoming season activities;

c. Update on Cooperative Agreement project (Protecting Water Quality in the Illinois River Basin through Establishment of Riparian Easements);

d. Update on poultry negotiations with the State of Oklahoma;

e. Upcoming Forestry Workshop;

f. Arkansas/Oklahoma Arkansas River Compact Commission Special Meeting.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 22 as introduced by Senator Lerblance is "A Concurrent Resolution to convene a special legislative meeting by certain date to call upon certain state environmental agencies to support their actions relating to statutory responsibilities under the provisions of the Scenic Rivers Act; and directing distribution."  This resolution will be heard on Thursday April 21st in the Senate Energy Environment Committee.  The resolution was introduced due to the urging of John Henry Ward, Oklahoma's Poultry Federation Lobbyist.  The resolution will monitor the reporting of all environmental state agencies operating within scenic river watersheds and to ensure that the agencies are reporting to the legislature of their role in environmental protection.

A bill was introduced to add the Blue River in Johnston County to the Scenic Rivers Act but it failed to pass by a 5-4 committee vote.

Chairman Stubblefield noted for the record that Commissioner Owen has arrived.

Last year legislative actions that impacted the OSRC's budget were the state employee pay raise that did not occur for the OSRC employees, a $55,000 Replacement Fee Income that the legislature replaced from previous fiscal year budget cuts, and a $20,000 allotment for a vehicle.  The budget requested for FY'06 will mirror that of FY'05 with an appropriation base of $333,158.

FY'06 Funding Proposals and 

Gubernatorial recommendations:
Requested
Recommended
1. Annualization of State Employee 

    Pay Increase
$10,000
$18,000

2.  Equipment / Vehicle
$35,000
$0.00

3.  Ranger Full Time Employee
1
0

4.  Administrative Full Time Employee
1
0

5.  Quarter-time attorney
$12,000
$0.00

Total FY'06 appropriations requested is $390,158, total gubernatorial recommendation is $351,158.

There are three river cleanups scheduled for this year: Friday, June 3rd; Friday, July 8th; and Friday, September 9th.

The Campground Programs for the summer will be implemented on May 28th.  The program will be held every Saturday night through Labor Day.

The Cooperative Agreement for the Riparian Easement Program between the Oklahoma Conservation Commission and the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission is finalized and is being implemented.

The Attorney Generals office and the Poultry industry are attempting to renew negotiations; a mediator may be brought in to oversee the talks.

The upcoming Forestry Workshop will be held at OSRC headquarters on April 21st at 5:00 p.m.  The Oklahoma Department of Forestry, Arkansas Timber Producers Association, and Oklahoma State University will be giving a 4 hour workshop for landowners on the management of forests, ways to build and stabilize roads, and water bars.

The Arkansas/Oklahoma Arkansas River Compact Commission met in Sallisaw, Oklahoma, and has agreed to a joint Oklahoma/Arkansas Scenic River monitoring proposal.  The monitoring proposal is broken down into two tiers; 1) $5,000,000 over 5 years is to be spent on sampling at priority sites in the Illinois River basin, and 2) if funding becomes available, sampling at targeted sites that are not as critical.

A Commercial Flotation Device Permits allocation report was distributed to the Board.  All allocations were the same as the previous year with the exception of: Cedar Valley's 20 permits were redistributed with 10 permits allocated to Cornell Properties, LLC and 10 permits allocated to Kayak 101.

Mr. Fite reminded the Board members that the Ethics Commission reports were due to the Ethics Commission by May 2, 2005.

Last week the OSRC staff teamed up with the Oklahoma Dept. of Transportation to do a planting of willow cuttings along the bank of the Barren Fork near the Hwy 51 bridge.

07. Ranger Department Report.
Ranger Supervisor Brian Stanglin reported:

1. The seasonal rangers have been selected and are scheduled to start work on May 11th.

2. The ranger equipment is in the process of being inspected, tested, repaired, and                  replaced as needed.  Also, acquisition of new vehicles is underway.

3. The airboat is in the shop and the bottom replacement should be started next week.

4. Ranger Jack Lankford is midway through the CLEET basic academy of 326 hours.  His     scheduled graduation date is May 25th.

5. Supervisor Brian Stanglin has completed 40 hours of CLEET continuing education this     year.

6. All Rangers are scheduled for Swift Water Rescue and boat training May 11,12 13, &       14.

7. The cooperative agreement between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the                 Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission for monitoring the Corps land begins May 1st.        The rangers have already been monitoring those areas extensively the past few months     to identify problem areas.

8. On April 8, 2005, the Rangers were invited to participate in a safety fair at Cherokee         Nation  Headstart.  Ranger Stanglin participated by taking a ranger truck and the               airboat.  The ranger department is invited to another safety fair held at Hastings                 Hospital on June 10.  

08. Education Outreach Coordinator Report.

Ms. Lee reported that she has completed 35 out of 59 "Frog" programs scheduled thus far and has presented to 792 children out of an estimated 1300.  

On Friday April 22 Ms. Lee will be attending the Fishing Clinic at Adair State Park in Stilwell.

09. Presentation by Keith Morgan and Bev Saunders representing Poultry Partners, Inc. 

Ms. Saunders explained to the Commissioners about Poultry Partners, Inc. and their mission.  She discussed the pending lawsuit against the poultry industry by the Attorney Generals office and the business and economics of the poultry industry in general. 

10. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to authorize the OSRC Administrator and staff to send a letter to all landowners along the Illinois River inviting them to respond with a list of their personal priorities with regard to trespass, property damage, vandalism and other issues.  Those responses will be catalogued in a report to the Commission for possible future action with regard to strengthening the focus of private property and trespass issues. 
Commissioner Rucker made a motion to approve authorization for the OSRC Administrator and staff to send a letter to all landowners along the Illinois River inviting them to respond with a list of their personal priorities with regard to trespass, property damage, vandalism and other issues.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.
Chairman Stubblefield opened the floor for discussion.

Landowner Ron Timmons expressed to the Board that many of the trespassers tell him when he confronts them that the land adjacent to the river belongs to the OSRC or to the State of Oklahoma.  He recommended that it be mandatory that the commercial floatation operators inform the floaters that the land is privately owned.  Also, Mr. Timmons said a consensus of neighboring landowners do not use the portion of the land along the river due to the problems that occur with the floaters. 

Commissioner Foster asked Administrator Fite if the Riparian Easement grant would limit the land owners rights against trespassers.  Mr. Fite replied that the only restrictions to the landowner would be clearly stated in the contract and would be limited to the non-development of the riparian zone.

Commissioner Rucker added that several trespassing instances that she and her husband have encountered were local area residents who have stated "I've been here all my life and you can't stop me from being here".  Commissioner Rucker suggested that possibly ranger presence at trouble spots could remedy the problem.

Commissioner Owen asked if it would be plausible for the Commercial Flotation Device Operators to start notifying floaters about trespassing on a volunteer basis until the issue is addressed by the OSRC.

Commissioner Foster suggested that trespassing notification to floaters should be added to the glass and styrofoam prohibition system of dissemination.

It was noted that the Assistant District Attorney stopped prosecuting violations of trespassing (at least on Mr. Timmons land) because there is not a fence in place.

Commissioner Owen elaborated on the interdependency of the stakeholders of the Illinois River and that a balance must be met to promote overall relations between them.

It was suggested that more restrooms be placed along the river to accommodate the floaters.  Mr. Fite informed the audience that the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality has provided funding for additional portable toilets.  It is the goal of the Commission to have portable toilets about every mile on the river.

Administrator Fite noted for the record that Commissioner Blackard had left the meeting.

After some discussion, Chairman Stubblefield called for the vote.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Absent-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-


Wilkinson       -Aye-
11. New Business.  

There was no new business.

12. Miscellaneous Discussion.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked landowner Gene Coburn how many round hay bales were pushed off into the river by floaters.  Mr. Coburn replied that 15 to 20 had been rolled off into the river over the past 20 years.

13. Adjournment.

Passed and approved this 21st day of June, 2005.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2005.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 
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