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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

December 9, 2003
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Madam Chair Rucker called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

Madam Chair Rucker moved Agenda Item #8 to immediately after the invocation so that a quorum of Commissioners would be present.

08. Loyalty of Oath and Oath of Office for newly-elected OSRC Commissioners.


Madam Chair Rucker administered the Oath of Office to John Larson and Steve Randall.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard



Bob Ed Culver


Larry Clark



Rod Foster


Jeannine Hale



Mark Hayes


Gerald Hilsher



Archie Peyton


John Larson



Stan Shelley



Steve Randall



D. I. Wilkinson


Rick Stubblefield





Jan Rucker





04. Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Acridge; Ed and Sandy Brocksmith; Mitch Fram, OSU Cooperative Extension; Philip Beaman, Falcon Floats, Robert Jackson, Cheryl Allen and Meredith Lee, OSRC.

05.        Approval of Minutes of the September 16, 2003, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.


Commissioner Hale made a motion to accept the September 16, 2003, Minutes as written.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

            Larson

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall

-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 
Rucker

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-

            Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson         -Absent-

06.
Financial Report for FY-04 through October, 2003. 

Mr. Fite distributed the financial reports and noted that the reports were now in a new format.  Cheryl Allen has developed departmental and compilation financial reports so that each department can now track its expenditures.  This new format will be helpful when creating future budgets, because actual expenses per department will now be known.

Mr. Fite also informed the Commission that the OSRC had received $25,000 from the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality to be used toward Education Outreach Coordinator Meredith Lee’s salary, and to go towards portable bathrooms and trash bags for use by Illinois River visitors.

Mr. Fite said that he will be meeting with members of the State House of Representatives and Senate to discuss the OSRC’s budget for this next year.  The OSRC received massive budget cuts last fiscal year and he’s hoping that the situation will be improved this next fiscal year.  He then reviewed the financial reports with the Commission.

07. Presentations of service recognition to Commissioner Archie Peyton and Commissioner Stanley Shelley.

Neither Commissioner was in attendance. 

08.      This agenda item was moved to immediately following the invocation.

09.      Consideration, vote to approve, amend, or take other action in regard to the OSRC               Regular Business Meeting schedule for 2004.

Mr. Fite suggested the following schedule for the 2004 OSRC Regular Business Meetings:

February 17, April 20, June 15, August 17 and November 16.  Commissioner Hilsher made a motion to approve the suggested meeting schedule for 2004.  Commissioner Randall seconded the motion.

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

            Larson

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall

-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 
Rucker

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-

            Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson         -Absent-

010.       Administrator’s Report.

Mr. Fite updated the Commissioners on user fee collection and the history of the Commercial Flotation Device (CFD) permitting process.  He reminded the Commissioners that there is a working OSRC Permit/User Fee Committee that is reviewing the user fee and CFD permitting process, but there has not yet been a recommendation from the Committee.  He said that Representative Jim Wilson had met with some of the CFD operators and the operators would like to abolish the per person user fee and increase the CFD permit fee from $5.00 apiece to $30.00 apiece.  Mr. Fite indicated that the proposed increase in the CFD permit fee would not generate as much revenue as previously collected from the user fee.

Mr. Fite then reviewed the different areas within the OSRC’s jurisdiction.  He indicated that the OSRC’s budget needs to be increased to adequately cover all areas in its jurisdiction and that he will be asking the Legislature to help meet the agency’s needs in the coming session.

Mr. Fite said that he likes the idea of a flat fee for its administrative ease and efficiency, if it generates adequate revenue.  He also said that he’d like to increase the citation amounts and have some of the revenue come to the OSRC.  This would take the full revenue burden off the CFD operators.

Mr. Fite told the Commissioners that the Board would be reviewing the applications and issuing CFD permits at the next regular business meeting in February.  He stated that he would be surprised if changes in the current system could be made before then. He also said that he had instructed the Rangers to issue citations to CFD operators who are not in compliance with the rules.  The CFD Operators receive a copy of the current rules every year when they receive their CFD applications.

010.       Administrator’s Report. (cont’d)

Mr. Fite informed the Commissioners that he was suspending his efforts to work on updating OSRC’s rules until the Legislature’s intentions for the agency were known.  He said that he would recommend that the Commission not pass any more emergency rules unless absolutely necessary because of the complexity and time involved and because the effectiveness is temporary.

Mr. Fite then updated the Commissioners on the ongoing negotiations with Arkansas.  He said that there is great progress being made with the major cities in northwest Arkansas concerning the 1 ppm phosphorus standard.  He also said that Oklahoma and Arkansas will be meeting with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency within the next few days to discuss Oklahoma’s phosphorus standard.

Mr. Fite told the Commissioners that he would begin efforts in January to revisit the Illinois River Management Plan for review and revision.  He will then bring recommendations to the Commissioners.  He also asked that the Commissioners develop a list of priorities that the Administrator could use as guidance for the coming year.

11.
New Business

There was no new business.

12.      Miscellaneous Discussion

Commissioner Hale told the Commissioners that she had spoken with Duane Smith, Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB), and he advised her that the OWRB is working on legislation for this upcoming legislative session regarding water planning for the State.  She said this could be a very important issue and that the OSRC should watch their efforts. 
 

013. Executive Session: To conduct annual Performance Management Process (PMP) of OSRC Administrator. 

Commissioner Blackard made a motion to go into Executive Session.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.  The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

            Larson

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall

-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 
Rucker

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-

            Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson         -Absent-

13.
Executive Session: To conduct annual Performance Management Process (PMP) of OSRC Administrator. (cont’d)


Commissioner Clark made a motion to come out of Executive Session.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.  The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

            Larson

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Randall

-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 
Rucker

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-

            Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson         -Absent-

014. Adjournment.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous to adjourn.

Passed and approved this 17th  day of February, 2004.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2004.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 
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