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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

February 15, 2005
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Stubblefield called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard



Jeannine Hale


Larry Clark






Bob Ed Culver









Rod Foster


Gerald Hilsher


John Larson






Jennifer Owen







Steve Randall






Jan Rucker





 
Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Randy Hyler, Dept. of Wildlife; Nic and Craig Heidinger; Jeff Simmons, Kayak 101; April Stone, Tahlequah Daily Press; Philip Beaman, Falcon Floats; Harvey Chaffin; Mac Martin; Ed Brocksmith, STIR; Jack and David Spears, Arrowhead Resort; Terry Combs; Cheryl Allen, OSRC; Meredith Lee, OSRC; Larry Setters, OSRC; Jack Lankford, OSRC; Brian Stanglin, OSRC.

05. 
Approval of Minutes of the November 16, 2004, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.  

Commissioner Wilkinson made a motion to accept the November 16, 2004, Minutes as written. Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.  

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Abstain-
 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Absent-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson       -Aye-
06.      Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on issuance of the 2005               Commercial Flotation Device Permits (CFDP).

a. Summary by Ed Fite, Administrator.

b. Discussion presented by interested parties.

c. Discussion by Commission members.

d. Vote on any action or decision on this agenda item.

Mr. Fite recommended that the 2005 Commercial Flotation Device Permits are to be issued the same as 2004 with the following exceptions: Cedar Valley did not renew their application for 20 CFDPs so the permits be redistributed to the two new applicants Cornell Properties (10 permits) and Kayaking 101 (10 permits).

Other CFDP's that may be available through a lease option are 31 permits from Thunderbird Resort in Commercial Float Area 3.  Town Branch Guest Ranch has made arrangements to lease permits from Green Country Floats.

Commissioner Wilkinson made a motion to approve the issuance as recommended by the Administrator for the 2005 Commercial Flotation Device Permits.  Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.  

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Abstain-
 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Absent-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson       -Aye-
07. Presentation by Commissioner Larry Clark and Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation Officials regarding trout management on the lower Illinois River Below Lake Tenkiller.   
Mr. Clark and Mr. Hyler gave a slideshow presentation regarding trout management on the lower Illinois River.  Highlights included in the presentation: "J" Hook Rock Veins to help stabilize stream banks and create fish habitat and "U" Shaped Rock Veins with the bow pointing upstream.  This structure not only promotes stream bank stabilization and fish habitat, but also slightly raises the water, which in turn creates turbidity that adds oxygen to the water.

08. Election of OSRC Officers for 2005.


Commissioner Larson motioned that the OSRC reelect its 2004 officers for 2005.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-
 


Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Absent-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson       -Aye-
09. Review by Administrator Ed Fite of proposed changes to Oklahoma Administrative Code 630, Scenic River Commission Rules and Regulations, Subchapters 10 & 15.

Mr. Fite distributed the proposed changes to Oklahoma Administrative Code 630 Chapters 10 & 15 and reviewed each proposed change in detail.    

10. Approval of Special Business Meeting on March 22, 2005, to consider adoption of revisions, changes and/or additions to Oklahoma Administrative Code 630, Scenic River Commission Rules and Regulations, Subchapters 10 & 15. 
Commissioner Larson made a motion to approve the Special Business Meeting on March 22, 2005, to consider adoption of revisions, changes and/or additions to Oklahoma Administrative Code 630, Scenic River Commission Rules and Regulations, Subchapters 10 & 15.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.

After some discussion, Chairman Stubblefield called for the vote.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-



Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-


Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

 

Rucker

-Absent-

Hale

-Absent-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson       -Aye-
11. Administrator's Report.  

Mr. Fite reported that he had been appointed to the Oklahoma Water Resources Board by Governor Brad Henry.  Due to this appointment Mr. Fite had to relinquish his Commission as a law enforcement officer.  

The Nature Conservancy is going to meet February 23rd with the OSRC and the Department of Wildlife Conservation at the Nickle Preserve to reintroduce elk to the Illinois River basin.  

 Mr. Fite will be meeting with Legislators to discuss the following issues:  budget appropriations for the OSRC, adoption of a water sampling program for Scenic Rivers that is administered by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board or Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, the addition of the Big Lee Creek, Little Lee Creek, and Upper Mountain Fork River to the jurisdiction of the OSRC and the possibility that the OSRC move back under the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Dept.

The Secretary of Environment is proposing legislation that will add a $1.00 yearly registration fee on to boats that are 16 feet or smaller.  The added revenue would be distributed to the OSRC.  There is also an annual private user fee for flotation devices being discussed.

Immediate budget issues that the OSRC is addressing are:  authorization to hire a fulltime ranger to patrol the upper Illinois River and Flint Creek area, authorization to hire a fulltime administrative person to oversee the Riparian Management Strategy Grant, funding for two additional ranger vehicles, funding to reimburse the OSRC for the state employee pay raise and cost of insurance that other agencies received, and funding for a quarter-time attorney through the Attorney General's Office .

The OSRC Vanity License Plates campaign did not receive the required 100 prepaid applications, so the OSRC will attempt a new campaign.

12. New Business.

There was no new business.

13. Miscellaneous Discussion.

Former OSRC Ranger Mac Martin raised the issue of his termination and expressed his concern for the rights of the OSRC employees.

Ed Brocksmith implored the Commission and the audience to support the Attorney General's position on the pending lawsuit with the poultry industry. 

14.   
Adjournment.

Passed and approved this 19th day of April, 2005.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2005.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 
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