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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

June 15, 2004
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Stubblefield called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard



Larry Clark


Bob Ed Culver



Gerald Hilsher


Jeannine Hale






Rod Foster






John Larson







Steve Randall






Jan Rucker





 
Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


04. Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Dave & Mary Edmiston, NE Outing Club; Don Maisch, DEQ; Rod Walton, Tulsa World; Phil Lorenz; Ed Brocksmith, STIR; April Stone, Tahlequah Daily Press; Mitchell Fram, OSU Coop. Extension.

05.      Acknowledgement of Commissioner Appointments.

A. Governor’s Office – reappointment of Dr. D.I. Wilkinson

B. Senate President Pro Tempore – reappointment of Bill Blackard 

06.      Approval of Minutes of the April 20, 2004, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

Commissioner Rucker made a motion to accept the April 20, 2004, Minutes as written.  Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.  

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Abstain-
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 
Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-




09.
Chairman Stubblefield moved Agenda Item #9 to follow Agenda Item #6.

Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action supporting Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) Consent Order RE: Greater Tulsa Investments, L.L.C. (Hoby Ferrell Incident – Chewey Bridge).

A. Explanation of Consent Order Provisions by Don Maisch, ODEQ Attorney; 

B. Discussion and questions;

C. Vote on Motion.


Mr. Maisch, ODEQ attorney, reviewed the Consent Order and stated the terms of Hoby Ferrell’s responsibilities.  Mr. Ferrell has agreed to obtain the proper permits from ODEQ by August 1st before any remedial work is conducted.  A $75,000 fine was issued to Mr. Ferrell for commencing construction without proper permits.  The  $75,000 fine will be divided as follows:  $10,000 paid to the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission, $15,000 paid to the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, and $50,000 paid towards the restoration of the disturbed site.  


Mr. Ferrell will receive credit for the restoration of the disturbed site from ODEQ based on the following conditions:  Mr. Ferrell will create a 60 foot riparian easement along the entire length of the river on his property; he will restore the native vegetation and will plant trees; he will put back the soil and replant the vegetation that was removed when he created the two artificial sloughs; he will place a restrictive covenant on the north and south ends of his property stating that there will be no future construction permitted.  Mr. Ferrell has stated to the ODEQ that the restoration will be completed by December of 2004.  


Commissioner Larson asked if there will be any quality control with the reclamation.  Mr. Maisch replied that Mr. Ferrell will submit a report to ODEQ on all the activities he is doing on the reclamation, and that he is to use the same soil that was removed to create the sloughs to fill them back in.


Commissioner Foster asked about limiting the landowner with a 60ft riparian easement and what precedent is has with limiting other landowners.  Mr. Maisch replied that ODEQ could not order the easement; however, it was part of the contract with Mr. Ferrell as a remedial step and that it sets minimal, if any, precedent for other landowners. 



Commissioner Foster asked Mr. Fite if the $10,000 OSRC will be receiving is earmarked for a certain project.  Mr. Fite suggested that the $10,000 be added to the $7,000 already designated for the bank stabilization project on Flint Creek at Ken and Lisa Whitmire’s property.  Commissioner Foster suggested that the OSRC take a small portion of the money and designate it to the Education Outreach Coordinator for landowner awareness.


Commissioner Larson motioned to approve the Consent Order as recommended by ODEQ. Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 
Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-

10.     
Chairman Stubblefield moved Agenda Item #10 to follow Agenda Item #9.


Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on resolution opposing the disposal or land application of municipal or industry sludge at the Cherokee Nation Landfill-Oklahoma and Tontitown Landfill-Arkansas and requesting US Environmental Protection Agency and Oklahoma Environmental Agencies assistance on proposed prohibition.  

Commissioner Wilkinson motioned to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Foster seconded the motion.  After a brief discussion, Chairman Stubblefield called for the question.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 
Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-

07.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on the OSRC FY-05 Budget.

A) Report by Subcommittee Chair Bill Blackard, OSRC Secretary/Treasurer;

B) Discussion and questions;

C) Vote on Motion.


Commissioner Blackard reported the Budget Subcommittee recommendations for changes to the FY-05 budget (from the FY-04 budget) as follows: Maintenance Department receives a new tractor equipped with a front-end loader ($25,000) and replace the dump truck ($10,000).  Ranger Department receives safety and law enforcement equipment ($5000) and vehicle lease  ($10,000).  Maintenance and Ranger Departments receive fuel cost increase ($2500).  Administrative increase ($2900).  Health insurance policy increase  ($10,000).  Additional salary increase ($9600).  Education Outreach program and supplies ($2500).  


Commissioner Blackard said that the anticipated total funding for FY-05 for the OSRC is $490,656.  Additional pending funding is as follows:  $10,000 from Hoby Ferrell, $290,000 from the Riparian Easement Program, $75,000 from the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokees for 2 ranger positions plus equipment.


Commissioner Stubblefield called for the vote.  Commissioner Culver motioned to approve the OSRC FY-05 Budget.  Commissioner Rucker seconded the motion.  After some discussion the vote follows:      

Blackard
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 
Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-




08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on cooperative agreement between OSRC and US Corps of Engineers for management of the Welling Bridge, Boy Scout Hole and Sequoyah Club Public Access Areas.  

Commissioner Rucker motioned to approve the cooperative agreement between OSRC and the U.S. Corps of Engineers for management of the Welling Bridge, Boy Scout Hole and Sequoyah Club Public Access Areas.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.

Mr. Fite said that the U.S. Corp of Engineers is going to pay the OSRC $9240 for the work and services that the OSRC already performs.  

Commissioner Foster ask if the OSRC is liable for any injuries or property damage that may occur on the above mentioned properties.  Mr. Fite said that the Attorney Generals Office suggested that the OSRC is a natural resources agency and not a safety agency so the state has limited liability.  Commissioner Hale concurred.

Commissioner Stubblefield called for the question and the vote is as follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Abstain-
 
Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 
Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-
11. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on resolution requesting the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry to develop regulations for the application of commercially manufactured fertilizers to protect water quality within Oklahoma Scenic River Areas.

Commissioner Hale motioned to approve the resolution stated above.  Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.

Commissioner Rucker expressed concern that this resolution is a redundancy when there are other measures in place for the application of fertilizers.  

Mr. Fite said that the object of this resolution was to target those people who are outside of the regulations (non-agriculture landowners).    

The vote follows:


Blackard
-No-


Larson

-Abstain-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-No-


Rucker

-No-


Foster

-No-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 
Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-


The motion failed.

12. Education Outreach Coordinator Report.

Meredith Lee told the Commissioners that she attended the Second Annual Children’s Festival at Roxies.  Also, Ms. Lee conducted two hands-on programs to children of the Hulbert Academically Gifted Program.  The ensuing Tuesday and Thursday, Ms. Lee is going to give a presentation to the Delaware County Boys and Girls Club.  Ms. Lee completed and emailed the second issue of River Currents, the OSRC’s quarterly online newsletter.  The Campground Programs at Round Hollow Public Access Area are underway and have had a successful turnout thus far.  Ms. Lee said that she is focusing on the upcoming Illinois River Cleanup (June 25).  She stated the new Floaters Guide is finished and is at the printers, and should be in circulation in about two weeks.

Commissioner Foster commented that during the tourist season, time and resources should be geared towards educating the immediate river users instead of focusing on children’s education.

Mr. Fite explained in some detail the role of the Education Outreach Coordinator and how Ms. Lee is filling that role and how the program is in its infancy.  He also commented that how he would like to see all of the OSRC staff cross-trained with the Education Outreach Program, because all are responsible for the quality of the river.

Commissioner Hale suggested that all of the commissioners take some time to meet with the public in the interest of education.  

13. Administrator’s Report.

Mr. Fite reported that he is working with the Legislature and the Oklahoma Tax Commission in developing an OSRC license plate.  The new license plate will be an additional $30.00, with $25.00 of it going to the OSRC.  Fifty license plates need to be sold in the next couple of years to maintain the program.  The first few numbers will be reserved for the OSRC Commissioners.

An additional $75,000 was appropriated by the Legislature for the FY-05 Budget.  OSRC was the only agency in the Natural Resources Committee that received an increase.  

When the legislature went through the appropriations bill, they forgot to include the state mandated raise that takes effect January 1st for the OSRC.  This issue will be addressed next year and try to reclaim the $6500 that was negated from the $75,000 appropriation.

Mr. Fite said that he would like to bring the canoe operators together and work out a new set of Commercial Float Areas.  He would like to take the three commercial float areas and split them up into about five or six areas, then limit the number of permits per area. This would help alleviate congestion and conflicts along the river.

Mr. Fite plans to initiate a complete review of OSRC’s rules and regulations.  He would like to make certain that OSRC’s rules and regulations are consistent with state law.  

OSRC is continuing to meet with Arkansas law makers, agencies and municipalities.  The Compact Commission meeting for basin wide sampling had been delayed due to the federal holiday.

The Illinois River Management Plan will be revisited in the near future.

The pending EPA grant for the Riparian Easement Program is still on its way to being approved.  It should be up and running in October when the new Federal Budget takes effect.  

Mr. Fite reported that the tourism and float season to date is on its way to having a good year.  However, there has been one drowning to report.

The Memorial Day weekend yielded 45 citations with multiple citations to the same individuals, 20 people were incarcerated, and 5 people walked away with only a ticket.  Mr. Fite commented on how calm the weekend had been.

14.   
New Business.

There was no new buisness.

15.
Miscellaneous Discussion.


Phil Lorenz suggested that the OSRC, to improve publicity, attract the attention of legislators to get involved with the Illinois River.


Ed Brocksmith suggested that the Commissioners take notice to the advertising billboards along Scenic Highway 10 and consider the implications. 
16. Adjournment.

Commissioner Wilkinson made a motion to adjourn the June 15, 2004 OSRC Commissioner meeting.  Commissioner Rucker seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 
Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-
Passed and approved this 17th  day of August, 2004.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2004.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 








Commission #01019412       

