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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

November 16, 2004
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Chairman Stubblefield called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Wilkinson led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Larry Clark



Bill Blackard


Bob Ed Culver



Rod Foster





Jeannine Hale


Gerald Hilsher


John Larson






Jennifer Owen







Steve Randall






Jan Rucker





 
Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Richard Garren, Karen Garren, Phil Moershel, OWRB; Ed Brocksmith, STIR; April Stone, Tahlequah Daily Press; Keith Morgan, Bev Saunders, Derek Smithee, OWRB; Cheryl Allen, OSRC; Meredith Lee, OSRC; Larry Setters, OSRC. 

05.       Oath of Office to new Commissioner Jennifer Owen.  


Chairman Stubblefield moved Agenda item #5 to follow Agenda Item #7.

06.      Approval of Minutes of the August 17, 2004, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

Commissioner Wilkinson made a motion to accept the August 17, 2004, Minutes as written. Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.  

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-



Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Wilkinson        -Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-






07. Presentation of Nutrient Use Support Assessment Protocol for Scenic Rivers by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board.  
Phil Moershel, OWRB made the presentation.


See attached report.

05.
Oath of Office to new Commissioner Jennifer Owen.


Chairman Stubblefield moved Agenda Item 5 to follow Agenda Item 7.  Chairman Stubblefield administered the oath of office to Jennifer Owen.

08.     
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on support of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board’s Nutrient Use Support Assessment Protocol for Scenic Rivers.  


Commissioner Larson motioned that the OSRC supports the efforts of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board in preparation of the Nutrient Use Support Assessment Protocol for Scenic Rivers.  Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.


After some discussion, the vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson        -Aye-

09.
Presentation and discussion by Bev Saunders, poultry producer, on preservation of natural resources in northeast Oklahoma.
Ms. Saunders discussed what effects the state of Oklahoma's pending lawsuit against the poultry industry will have on contract growers.  Some of her concerns include that Peterson Farms (Ms. Saunders' integrator), which was impacted financially by the City of Tulsa, may go bankrupt.  She stated that there will be an economic impact if there are fewer integrators.  

She addressed that the poultry growers are diligently adhering to all the rules and laws imposed upon them and implore the state to address other pollution sources such as gravel mining.

A short video and some discussion followed.

10. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on a resolution supporting the enforcement of gravel mining regulations within the confines of the OSRC's jurisdiction.
Mr. Fite explained the impacts and repercussions of gravel mining within the Illinois River corridor.  He also stated that, according to the rules associated with gravel mining within a scenic river area, that no gravel mining is allowed within the "riverbed."  The term "riverbed" means any area of the river lying below the ordinary high water mark.

Commissioner Clark made a motion to support the enforcement of gravel mining regulations within the confines of the OSRC'S jurisdiction and within those areas that affect scenic rivers.  Commissioner Hilsher seconded the motion.

After some discussion, Chairman Stubblefield called for the vote.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye


Culver

-No-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson        -Aye-

11. Determination of OSRC Business Meeting schedule for 2005.  

The 2005 OSRC Business Meeting schedule is as follows.

February 15th
April 19th
June 21st
August 16th
November 15th

Commissioner Wilkinson made a motion to approve the 2005 OSRC Business Meeting schedule.  Commissioner Rucker seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye


Culver

-N/A-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson       -Aye-
12. Ranger Department Report.

Interim Ranger supervisor Brian Swim reported the following citations for 2004:

50 Traffic: Speed, DUS, Insurance, Attempt to Elude, TOC, DUI, Seat Belt, etc.


211 Alcohol Related: PI, DUI, TOC, Possess Liquor, Possess 3.2 Beer, Contributing to        Minor.


30 Drug Related: CDS, Marijuana, Paraphernalia.


110 OSRC Violations: Littering, Glass, PFD, Stream Bed, Bridge, Tie Boats, Styrofoam,     Fireworks, Destruction of State Property.


15 Nudity.


5 Felony: Brand Larceny, Fraud, Assault & Battery on Officer.


Of 414 citations, 253 were out of town, 50 were out of state, and 111 were local.


Commissioner Randall asked if there are any trends with the behavior of river patrons.  Ranger Swim replied that in the eight years of his service with the commission, he believes that the tourists are more family-oriented.

13. Education Outreach Report.

Miss Lee reported that she attended the Adair County Safety Fair along with Larry Setters.  The safety theme taught was "Reach, Throw, Row, Don't Go".

Tahlequah High School conducted a small river cleanup that Diamond Head Resort.  OSRC and STIR sponsored the event.  Approximately 300 pounds of trash were collected.


The next issue of River Currents is due out the following week.

The OSRC Vanity License Plate campaign is continuing.  Miss Lee reported that she has been working with the newspapers on press releases and that a student from NSU is contributing.

14.   
Administrator’s Report.

Mr. Fite reported that the next Landowner Workshop will be held at OSRC headquarters  on December 9th.

Mr. Fite passed out the following documents: A white paper from the Department of Environmental Quality pertaining to estimated quantities of litter generated annually by  Oklahoma poultry production; 2004 User Fee Tallies; the response to the letter Mr. Fite sent to Secretary Peach about the commercial fertilizer issue discussed at the August meeting along with a copy of the letter from the Greater Tenkiller Area Association supporting the commercial fertilizer issue. 

Of the 17 portable toilets utilized this year, vandals destroyed 2.  However, due to the success of the program, the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality is going to fund the use of up to 40 units for the 2005 season.

Mr. Fite stated that he has preliminary approval from the office of the Oklahoma Secretary of Environment for the Riparian Easement Program.

15.
New Business.


There was no new business.

16.
Miscellaneous Discussion.

Ed Brocksmith recognized Ed Fite as receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award from Keep Oklahoma Beautiful.  Also, Mr. Brocksmith implored the Commission to address the alcohol issues on the Illinois River.

17. Executive Session.

Chairman Stubblefield called for a motion to go into executive session to conduct an annual performance evaluation of the OSRC Administrator as authorized by 25OS and  307B1.  Commissioner Wilkinson motioned, Commissioner Larson seconded.  


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-


Larson

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-



Owen

-Aye


Culver

-Aye-



Randall
-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
 

Rucker

-Aye-

Hale

-Aye-

 

Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-



Wilkinson       -Aye-
Commissioners conducted their annual evaluation of the OSRC Administrator while in Executive Session… Immediately afterward, they adjourned the meeting.

Passed and approved this 15th day of February, 2005.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2005.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 








Commission #01019412       

