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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

September 16, 2003
   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Madame Chair Rucker called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard



Mark Hayes


Larry Clark



Gerald Hilsher


Bob Ed Culver



Archie Peyton


Rod Foster*



Stanley Shelley


Jeannine Hale






Janice Rucker


Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


*Arrived at 5:17 p.m.

04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Ace Wilson, Sparrowhawk Camp; Carl George, Sparrowhawk Camp; Jerry Morris, Senator Don Nickles’ Office; Mitch Fram, OSU Cooperative Extension Service; and April Stone, Tahlequah Daily Press.

05.        Approval of Minutes of the July 15, 2003, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.


Commissioner Wilkinson made a motion to accept the July 15, 2003, Minutes as written.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-


Clark

-Aye-

            Peyton

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-

            Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Absent-
            Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

            Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson         -Aye-

 06.
Financial Report/Year-end Summary for FY-03 (07/01/02 – 06/30/03). 

Administrator Fite distributed a FY-03 financial report from the Office of State Finance showing revenue and expenditures through June 30, 2003.  Mr. Fite said that the figures do not include the approximate $5,000 to $7,000 that will be expended to upgrade the OSRC water well.  Mr. Fite then reviewed the financial information with the Commissioners.

Commissioner Stubblefield asked how the user fees collected had compared to the anticipated estimate.  Mr. Fite responded that the collection, to date, was approximately $10,000 under what had been expected. 

Commissioner Foster arrived at 5:17 p.m.

07. Report by OSRC Permit/User Fee Subcommittee Chair Rod Foster.

Commissioner Foster indicated that the Subcommittee had met twice and had collected and discussed a lot of information concerning OSRC’s permit and user fee system.  Mr. Foster said that some of the Commercial Flotation Device (CFD) Operators would prefer that the CFD Permit price be increased and remove any use fee.  He said that the Committee will continue to meet and will bring recommendations to the Board of Commissioners as soon as possible.   


08. Consideration, vote to approve, amend, or take other action on letter of request from Mary Chase to transfer 60 Commercial Flotation Device (CFD) Permits for CFA3 to Carl George dba Sparrowhawk Camp.

Commissioner Culver made a motion to transfer the 60 CFD Permits from Mary Chase to Carl George.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.

09. Consideration, vote to approve, amend, or take other action on letter of request from Mary Chase to transfer 60 Commercial Flotation Device (CFD) Permits for CFA3 to Carl George dba Sparrowhawk Camp. (cont’d)

Commissioner Foster asked what guidelines are to be followed in transferring permits from one operator to another.  Mr. Fite explained that in Title 630, Chapter 10 it states that the permits can only be transferred from one operator to another after approval by the OSRC Board.  This has been done routinely over the last twenty years.

Commissioner Hale asked if there had been a written transfer request.  Mr. Fite said that a written request had been submitted.

Commissioner Foster asked for clarification on who actually owns the Cherokee Float property at this time.  Carl George of Sparrowhawk Camp said that Mary Chase had sold the property to Dewey Hendricks but had exercised her option in August to buy the property back.  Mr. George pointed out that, for nearly twenty years, he has leased these 60 permits from Mary Chase and she has now requested that they be transferred to him.

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Absent-


Clark

-Aye-

            Peyton

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-

            Rucker

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-

            Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

            Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson         -Aye-

09. Ranger Department Report.

Ranger Brian Stanglin gave the OSRC Ranger Department Report.  He said that between July 13, 2003, and September 8, 2003, the Ranger Department wrote 131 citations and had 58 arrests.  He said that things are starting to slow down since it’s late in the season and the Ranger Department is cutting back on the number of seasonal employees.

Ranger Stanglin also told the Board that there are now signs posted at the Boy Scout Hole prohibiting vehicles past a certain point.  This should cut down on some of the vandalism and property destruction that has been experienced in that area.  It is also now a day-use only area.

010. Education Outreach Coordinator Report.

Meredith Lee gave the Education Outreach Report.  She said that the Illinois River Clean-up was held on September 5th and it was big success.  Approximately 120 people took part in the clean-up.  She also participated in Project WOW (Wonders of Wetlands) and will incorporate some of that training in her school programs.  She’s completed the new Floaters Guide and those have now been published.  She’s also been involved with several county fairs lately.  She will now begin to focus her attention on school programs.

011. Administrator’s Report

Mr. Fite distributed a letter from Miles Tolbert, Secretary of Environment, to the five major cities in northwest Arkansas indicating that Oklahoma is willing to revisit the criteria for the .037 phosphorus standard in June of 2012.  It also says that the cities can include a twenty-year growth window in their next full NPDS permitting for a wastewater treatment plant.  Mr. Fite discussed Total Maximum Daily Loading (TMDL) with the Commissioners.

Madam Chair Rucker was notified there was a family emergency and she left the meeting during the discussion.

There will be an election for Cherokee, Adair and Delaware County Representative to the OSRC Board on December 2, 2003.  November 7th is the last day to register to vote in this election.  Commissioner Peyton is up for re-election in Cherokee County.  Commissioner Stubblefield is up for re-election in Adair County and Stan Shelley is up for re-election in Delaware County.

Mr. Fite is going to begin reviewing the OSRC Rules and Regulations to identify areas that need to be modified for consistency and/or updated.  In January and February of 2004, he’ll begin reviewing the Illinois River Management Plan.  He will then begin meeting with stakeholders in Oklahoma and Arkansas to help familiarize them with the Plan.  He anticipates that review of the Management Plan will last approximately one year.  He would like to see the Management Plan become a planning tool in day-to-day activities and will rely on the Commissioners to help set priorities.

Mr. Fite reported that that the summer season has been good.  There were no drownings this year.  He said that the Commission and its staff need to begin planning now for next season and consider, among other things, designated law enforcement for the upper and lower river areas and improved amenities for visitors.

There were a few problems with the implementation of the new user fee system.  The user fees collected were under what had been estimated.  The State Auditor is investigating certain areas of collection.  Commissioner Foster asked if using a wristband system would alleviate any under-reporting of collection.  Mr. Fite said that he thinks that it would.  The user fee system will be evaluated over the winter.

Mr. Fite distributed the U.S. Geological Survey final water quality report.  It states that the Illinois River has 10 times the amount of phosphorous as Barren Fork Creek and five times the amount of phosphorous as Flint Creek.  

12.
New Business

There was no new business.

13.      Miscellaneous Discussion


Commissioner Hale asked if the OSRC Permit/User Fee Subcommittee is considering a carrying capacity study as part of their work.  Commissioner Foster, Chair of the Committee, said that had been discussed but nothing has been decided.  He said that he would like for the Committee to bring the Commissioners a recommended framework for future permit issuance.

Mr. Fite suggested that the Committee have a recommendation by the February OSRC Regular Business Meeting in order to implement the system next season.

Commissioner Culver suggested that there should be more members on the OSRC Permit/User Fee Subcommittee.  Commissioner Hale volunteered to be on the Committee. 

14.
Adjournment

Passed and approved this 9th day of December, 2003.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2003.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________ 








Commission #01019412       

