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OKLAHOMA SCENIC RIVER COMMISSION

Regular Business Meeting

December 18, 2001 5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10

MINUTES

Agenda items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners.

01. Meeting called to order.


Madam Chair Rucker called the meeting to order.

02. Invocation


Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT



MEMBERS ABSENT


Bill Blackard



Bob Ed Culver


Ed Brocksmith



Gary Fain


Larry Clark



Stan Shelley


Rod Foster


Mark Hayes


Gerald Hilsher


*Farril Mefford


Archie Peyton


Janice Rucker


Rick Stubblefield


D. I. 'Wilkinson


*arrived after roll call

04. Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Rhonda Hutchings, KTLQ; Phil Moeshel, OWRB; Blake Champlin, STIR; David Boswell; Becky Peyton; Sandy Brocksmith; Phillip Beamon; Rod Walton, Tulsa World; Betty Smith, Tahlequah Daily Press; Phil Lorenz, SRA; Scott Davis, Morning News; Riley Needham, CCGCC; Bill Berry, CCGCC; Joe Lague, CCGCC; Forrest Timmons; Kathy Peter, USGS; Sherry Foster; Kelly Burch, Attorney General’s Office.
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05. Approval of Minutes of November 20, 2001, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to approve the November minutes.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

Blackard

-Aye-


Mefford


-Aye-

Brocksmith

-Aye-


Peyton


-Aye-

Culver


-Absent-

Rucker


-Aye-

Fain


-Absent-

Shelley


-Absent-

Hayes


-Aye-


Stubblefield

-Aye-

Hilsher


-Abstain-

Wilkinson

-Aye-

06. Approval of financial reports for July-October, 2001 (FY-02)

Commissioner Blackard made a motion to accept the financial reports of July-October, 2001.  Commissioner Brocksmith seconded the motion.

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

Blackard

-Aye-


Mefford


-Aye-

Brocksmith

-Aye-


Peyton


-Aye-

Culver


-Absent-

Rucker


-Aye-

Fain


-Absent-

Shelley


-Absent-

Hayes


-Aye-


Stubblefield

-Aye-

Hilsher


-Aye-


Wilkinson

-Aye-

07. Presentations of service recognition citations to Commissioner Gary Fain and Commissioner Farril Mefford.
Madam Chair Rucker presented Commissioner Mefford with a Certificate of Recognition for his service on the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Board of Commission.  Commissioner Fain’s certificate will be delivered to him due to his absence.

08. Loyalty of Oath and Office for new OSRC Commissioners Larry Clark and Rod Foster.
Larry Clark and Rod Foster were sworn in by Madam Chair Rucker.
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09. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to authorize a letter of opposition to the proposed Fayetteville, Arkansas, wastewater treatment plant in view of

additional loading of phosphorus to the Illinois River Basin in Oklahoma as projected by Oklahoma state environmental agencies.  Agenda item requested by Commissioner Brocksmith and Commissioner Hilsher.

Commissioner Brocksmith explained a letter of opposition to the Fayetteville wastewater treatment facility would unite the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission with other state agencies in a stance against any additional nutrient loading into the Illinois River.  The Fayetteville wastewater  treatment facility, which will increase point source discharge of phosphorus by sixty percent, directly violates the agreed upon forty percent phosphorus reduction goal of the Arkansas-Oklahoma Arkansas River Impact Commission.  

Commissioner Stubblefield added that the Commission is mandated to denounce any additional loading of phosphorus; however, the intent of a letter of opposition is not to discourage the attempts being made with Fayetteville in the reduction of phosphorus.  He also recommends the letter include a section discussing the committee that has been established to work with Fayetteville and the purpose of this committee.  

It was suggested that Administrator Ed Fite write the letter of opposition. 

Commissioner Brocksmith made the motion.  Commissioner Hilsher seconded the motion. 

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

Blackard

-Aye-


Hilsher


-Aye-

Brocksmith

-Aye-


Peyton


-Aye-

Clark 


-Aye-


Rucker


-Aye-

Culver


-Absent-

Shelley


-Absent-

Foster


-Aye-


Stubblefield

-Aye-

Hayes


-Aye-


Wilkinson

-Aye-

10. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action for an endorsement by the OSRC of the need for an in-stream numerical limit for phosphorus in Oklahoma’s Illinois River and supporting a pledge by Oklahoma Water Resource Board Water Quality Chief Derek Smithee to seek OWRB approval of a phosphorus limit of 0.02 mg/l of phosphorus (Total P) for all six of Oklahoma’s Scenic Rivers.  Agenda item requested by Commissioner Brocksmith and Commissioner Hilsher.

Oklahoma Water Resource Board Chief Derek Smithee recommends the in-stream numeric limit for phosphorus be 0.037 mg/l; however, Commissioner Hilsher reports that algae growth accelerates at 0.035 mg/l.  Many scientific reports have concluded that 0.02 mg/l is the median for all undisturbed and natural streams.  Commissioner Hilsher acknowledged that reaching this goal is a hard task but achievable if Arkansas and Oklahoma work together to obtain a forty-percent reduction of phosphorus.
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10. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action for an endorsement by the OSRC of the need for an in-stream numerical limit for phosphorus in Oklahoma’s Illinois River and supporting a pledge by Oklahoma Water Resource Board Water Quality Chief Derek Smithee to seek OWRB approval of a phosphorus limit of 0.02 mg/l of phosphorus (Total P) for all six of Oklahoma’s Scenic Rivers.  Agenda item requested by Commissioner Brocksmith and Commissioner Hilsher. (cont’d)

According to Blake Champlain the phosphorus levels for undisturbed streams in the Oklahoma region are much lower than the national average, which includes streams in which phosphorus naturally occurs at a higher quantity. He added that Monitoring stations in our region have reported their phosphorus levels in undisturbed streams to be lower than the proposed .02mg/l limit.

Kathy Peters, United Geological survey; gave a presentation to the commission of the phosphorus levels along the Illinois River. (see attachment).

Ed Fite, OSRC Administrator, supports a limit of.02mg/l on phosphorus in the Illinois River. He, also said if new techniques of eliminating bio-solids are applied to the Fayetteville wastewater treatment facility, approximately 1.4 million pounds of phosphorus will be removed from the Illinois River Basin annually, making this goal achievable.  

Commissioner Hilsher made the motion.  Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion. 

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

Blackard

-Aye-


Hilsher


-Aye-

Brocksmith

-Aye-


Peyton


-Aye-

Clark 


-Aye-


Rucker


-Aye-

Culver


-Absent-

Shelley


-Absent-

Foster


-Aye-


Stubblefield

-Aye-

Hayes


-Aye-


Wilkinson

-Aye-

11. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to accept a donation of 37 acres Cherokee County, Section 4, Township 18 N, Range 23 E (Doghill) from Dorothy B. Usdin to the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission.

Administrator Ed Fite said this area of land has never been developed and will be left that way for the time being.  The Commissioners agreed to be responsible for the cost of surveying and appraising the land for donation purposes.  The donated land will revert back to the heirs if the OSRC has no use for it in the future.
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11. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to accept a donation of 37 acres Cherokee County, Section 4, Township 18 N, Range 23 E (Doghill) from Dorothy B. Usdin to the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission. (cont’d)

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion.  Commissioner Blackard seconded the motion.  

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

Blackard

-Aye-


Hilsher


-Aye-

Brocksmith

-Aye-


Peyton


-Aye-

Clark 


-Aye-


Rucker


-Aye-

Culver


-Absent-

Shelley


-Absent-

Foster


-Aye-


Stubblefield

-Aye-

Hayes


-Aye-


Wilkinson

-Aye-

12. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to enter into a contract for legal services with the Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office through the end of the fiscal year.  

The OSRC will be entering into a contract to time-share an attorney with the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.  The approximate cost for the legal services is $1,500 a month.

Commissioner Brocksmith made the motion.  Commissioner Foster seconded the motion.  

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

Blackard

-Aye-


Hilsher


-Aye-

Brocksmith

-Aye-


Peyton


-Aye-

Clark 


-Aye-


Rucker


-Aye-

Culver


-Absent-

Shelley


-Absent-

Foster


-Aye-


Stubblefield

-Aye-

Hayes


-Aye-


Wilkinson

-Aye-

13. Ranger Department Report.

Officer Paul Thornton reported that the Rangers are in the process of locating a more effective rescue vehicle and are using the off season to further their education.  Several Commissioners showed interest in the Ranges receiving training in environmental safety and laws.  

Office Thornton also added that three arrests had been made in the past month due to poaching.
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14. Administrator’s Report.

Ed Fite briefed the Commission on the installation of the bathrooms that were purchased with the US EPA grant money.  He also said that meetings have been arranged with several representatives from Fayetteville to continue on-going dialog.

15. New Business.

There was no new business.

16. Miscellaneous Discussion.

Madam Chair Rucker requested that Commissioner Brocksmith report back to the Commission in February with progress being made by the Job Description Committee.

17. Adjournment.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion.  Commissioner Peyton seconded the motion.  

Madam Chair Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

Blackard

-Aye-


Hilsher


-Aye-

Brocksmith

-Aye-


Peyton


-Aye-

Clark 


-Aye-


Rucker


-Aye-

Culver


-Absent-

Shelley


-Absent-

Foster


-Aye-


Stubblefield

-Aye-

Hayes


-Aye-


Wilkinson

-Aye-

Passed and approved this 19th day of February 2002






__________________________________






Secretary/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this ___________ day of _____________________ 2002






___________________________________






Signature of notary officer






My Commission expires:_______________

