
PAGE  
OSRC Regular Business Meeting                     2-19-02                             Page 9 of 9


Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

February 19, 2002   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Madam Chair Rucker called the meeting to order.

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Stubblefield led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard*



 Mark Hayes


Ed Brocksmith






Larry Clark






Bob Ed Culver 


Rod Foster



Gerald Hilsher*


Archie Peyton










Janice Rucker                                        


Stan Shelley


Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


*arrived after roll call
04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Marie West, Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office; Sandy Brocksmith; Robert Jackson; Scott Davis, Morning News; Lorene Colburn; Gene Colburn; Betty Smith, Tahlequah Daily Press; Kelly Burch, (OAG); Will Beckman, Wauhillau Outing Club; Phil Lorenz, Scenic Rivers Association; David Berry, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture; Blake Champlain, STIR.
05.        Approval of Minutes of  December 18, 2001, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.


Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to approve the December minutes.  Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-

Hilsher

-Absent-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Abstain-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

06.
Approval of financial reports for July-December, 2001 (FY-02) 

Administrator Fite stated that the Commission is currently $32,000 under budget in expenses and approximately $20,000 over expected revenue. He added that approximately $9,000 was spent for the installation of the new bathrooms at Round Hollow public access area over the budgeted amount of $16,000.  The Total Project cost approximately $24,000.

Commissioner Wilkinson made a motion to accept the financial reports of July-December, 2001. Commissioner Brocksmith seconded the motion. 

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-

Hilsher

-Absent-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Abstain-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

07.
Presentation of service recognition citation to Commissioner Ed Brocksmith.

This agenda item was postponed until after agenda item Number 8 at the request of Commissioner Hilsher.

08. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on issuance of 2002 OSRC Commercial Flotation Device Permits. 

Administrator Fite presented the Commissioners with a detailed list of the permits requested and the Commercial Flotation Device Operations making the requests.  
Commissioner Culver questioned who is liable for sub-let permits.  Kelly Burch, OAG; stated that she believes the Commission is not liable for accidents occurring due to faulty recreational equipment.  She added that a lawsuit against the individual Commissioners or the Commission as a whole would not likely be successful because they are not in charge of safety issues.

Commissioner Hilsher arrived during this agenda item.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to issue the 2002 OSRC permits as requested.  Commissioner Shelley seconded the motion.  
The vote follows:

Blackard
-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Abstain-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-
After consummation of Agenda Item Number 8 by Commissioners, Madam Chair Rucker presented Commissioner Brocksmith with a Certificate of Recognition for his sixteen years of service on the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Board of Commissioners.
09.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action authorizing payment for legal services rendered to Dorothy Usdin and her trust in connection with the conveyance of her Cherokee County real property to the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission.  Total billing is $1,011.42.  This expenditure was not previously approved in the OSRC FY-02 Budget.
Administrator Fite presented a bill from Hall, Estill, Hardwick, Gable, Golden, & Nelson for legal services provided to Dorothy Usdin associated with the gift of 37 acres to OSRC. Administrator Fite explained to the Commissioners that the bill had not been anticipated or agreed to in initial negotiations through Herb Beatty’s representation of Dorothy Usdin.  Administrator Fite added that the Commission could have utilized contracted services through the Attorney General’s office had prior arrangements been made. 

09.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action authorizing payment for legal services rendered to Dorothy Usdin and her trust in connection with the conveyance of her Cherokee County real property to the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission.  Total billing is $1,011.42.  This expenditure was not previously approved in the OSRC FY-02 Budget.(cont’d)
The Commissioners decided to explore other options, including the reduction of the attorney’s fees, before making a decision.  The motion was tabled until the next meeting.

10.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to solicit bids to provide and install a well house with jet pump and other necessary equipment with complete installation of new plumbing system and wiring for new well at OSRC Headquarters.  Must meet minimum Oklahoma Health Department and ODEQ standards.  This expenditure was not previously approved in the OSRC FY-02 Budget.
Administrator Fite explained that the current well at the OSRC headquarters does not meet minimum Oklahoma Health Department regulations because it is located too close to the septic system.  The total cost of installing a new water system is approximately $4000. Administrator Fite asked the Commission to approve the remaining cost of approximately $3200 to finish the project.

Commissioner Brocksmith made the motion.  Commissioner Shelley seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-
11.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action authorizing OSRC Administrator to attend the Interagency Wild & Scenic River Coordinating Council Meeting and River Managers’ Workshop in Boise, Idaho, April 30 through May 5, 2002.

Administrator Fite said that because he is a member of the Interagency Coordinating Council, they would pay $800 for him to attend the conference. Mr. Fite will be speaking at the conference.  He added that the expense is anticipated FY-02 in the Budget.

11.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action authorizing OSRC Administrator to attend the Interagency Wild & Scenic River Coordinating Council Meeting and River Managers’ Workshop in Boise, Idaho, April 30 through May 5, 2002.(cont’d)


Commissioner Clark made the motion to approve Mr. Fite’s attendance at the meeting.  Commissioner Hilsher seconded the motion. 

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-
12.
Report, Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on the recommendation from the subcommittee working with Fayetteville, AR, to reduce phosphorus loading in the Illinois River Basin.  Subcommittee Chairman Rick Stubblefield to make report.

Commissioner Stubblefield reported that the City of Fayetteville Board of Directors voted to enter into an agreement with Duke-Harmony facilitating a plant that would utilize the wastewater sludge from that city.  In addition to Fayetteville, Bentonville, Springdale, and several poultry integrators are in negotiations with Duke-Harmony on the removal of by-products. Approximately 3200-3500 pounds of phosphorus will be removed from the Illinois River Basin daily in the form of pellitized fertilizer targeted for the turf grass industry. In addition, future plans are to develop several satellite plants to collect and transport by-products that are outside the forty-mile radius of the main plant.  Commissioner Stubblefield reported that the initial plant would reduce phosphorus loading by 6-9%.  He believes this plant will be an effective step in reducing nutrient loading.


No action was taken on this agenda item.

13.   Report, consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on the recommendation from the subcommittee on the OSRC Administrator’s job description.  Subcommittee Chairman Ed Brocksmith to make report.


Commissioner Brocksmith explained that the subcommittee only has two members remaining due to the departure of Commissioner Fain and Commissioner Medford. He added that the subcommittee feels the current job description is suitable, but a policy and procedure manual should be written for all OSRC employees.  Administrator Fite said that a manual like this is already in the process of being written for Rangers and one will be developed for the rest of the employees in the near future. 


No action was taken on this agenda item. 
14. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action establishing a special meeting in March, 2002, regarding permanent rule-making action on electoral procedures and camping fees.

Kelly Burch, OAG said that in order for the rules pertaining to OSRC Permanent rule-making action for electoral procedure and camping fees to be examined during the legislative session a special meeting would need to be called for Commissioners to approve the final rules.  Mr. Fite recommended Tuesday, March 26, 2002 for the Special Business meeting.


Commissioner Blackard arrived during this agenda item.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion.  Commissioner Shelley seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Abstain-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-
15. Election of OSRC Officers for calendar year 2002.

Commissioner Shelley made the motion to retain Commissioner Rucker as Chairman in 2002.  Commissioner Culver seconded the motion. 

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-    

Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-
Commissioner Culver made the motion to retain Commissioner Shelley as vice-chairman in 2002.  Commissioner Peyton seconded the motion

 The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-    

Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

Commissioner Brocksmith made the motion to elect Commissioner Blackard as Secretary/Treasurer.  Commissioner Hilsher seconded the motion. 

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-    

Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

16. Administrator’s Report.

Mr. Fite explained to the commission that there are two pending Senate Bills before the Oklahoma Legislature. Kelly Burch summarized the first Bill, SB 972, for the Commission.  She said that this particular bill was in response to the pending phosphorus limit being considered by the OWRB. The second Bill, SB 1323, proposes Honey Creek be designated as a Scenic River.

Mr. Fite said that camping sites have been identified and work is in progress to get the areas ready for summer. After the work is completed, the OSRC can begin to charge camping fees.

He further reported that items in the Administrator’s Report would be listed by subject for future business meeting agendas.  This modification to agendas complies with provisions of the Oklahoma “Open Meetings Act.”

17. Ranger Department Report.

Officer Paul Thornton reported that the Ranger Department made several arrests in the past few months. He also said that preparations are being made for the training and hiring of additional seasonal Rangers.

18. New Business.

There was no new business.

19. Miscellaneous Discussion.

Commissioner Clark told the commission that a new limit has been passed for Small Mouth Bass located in all Scenic Rivers effective 2003.  

Administrator Fite congratulated Phil Lorenz for being the recipient of The Water Pioneer Award from the OWRB.

20. Adjournment.


Commissioner Shelley made the motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Foster seconded the motion.


  The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Brocksmith
-Aye-


Peyton

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-


Rucker

-Aye-



Culver

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Foster

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

Passed and approved this 16th day of April 2002.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2002.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  






My Commission expires: ________        

