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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

February 18, 2003   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Madam Chair Rucker called the meeting to order. 

02.
Invocation.

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call.


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT


Bill Blackard



Stan Shelley






Larry Clark






Bob Ed Culver






Rod Foster






Jeanine Hale






Mark Hayes*






Gerald Hilsher


Archie Peyton


Jan Rucker


Rick Stubblefield







 


D. I. Wilkinson*

Commissioners Hayes and Wilkerson arrived at 5:15 p.m. 

04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors.

Philip Beaman, Falcon Floats; Richard King, Cedar Valley Floats; Brian Jenni, Hanging Rock Camp; David Boswell; Betty Smith, Tahlequah Daily Press; Jack Spears, Arrowhead Camp; Mitch Fram, OSU Cooperative Extension Service; Brian Berry, Town Branch Guest Ranch; Ed Brocksmith; Ron Hendrix; David Spears, Arrowhead Camp; Vechil Eller, All American

04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors. (cont’d)

Floats; Blake Champlin, STIR; and Cheryl Allen, OSRC.

05.
Approval of Minutes of the December 17, 2002, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

Commissioner Peyton made the motion to approve the October minutes.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.  


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-

Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-
Wilkinson
-Absent-

06. Financial Report on FY-03 expenditures to date.

Administrator Fite referenced the report of OSRC expenditures for FY-03 that the Commissioners were sent prior to the meeting.  This report is issued by the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Dept. and lists warrants issued on behalf of the OSRC to date.  The Commissioners had no questions about the report.    

07. Administrator’s Report.

Mr. Fite gave an update of the ongoing efforts between Oklahoma and Arkansas to improve water quality within Oklahoma’s scenic rivers.  He recently attended a meeting in Fayetteville that was hosted by the Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation Commission that dealt with newly proposed regulations for first-time registration of specified poultry operators, a comprehensive nutrient management plan requirement on farms and for mandatory training. This proposed Arkansas legislation is somewhat similar to legislation passed in Oklahoma in the late 1990's.     Commissioner Hilsher expressed concern that the legislation may be loaded with “extras” other than the poultry aspect, e.g. commercial fertilizer, so that it would receive a variety of opposition to the point that the legislation would not pass.  Mr. Fite replied that he felt that the authors were just trying to address all aspects of the phosphorus problem and that it was a good-faith effort.

Mr. Fite reviewed the pending Oklahoma legislation possibly impacting the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission (OSRC).  HB1543 recreates the OSRC until July 1, 2009.  It has passed through the House and Representatives with very little opposition and is now in the Senate. SB357 also recreates the OSRC and clarifies existing language pertaining to the OSRC. HB407 is an instruction, if passed, to certain state agencies to study the Honey Creek in order to issue a recommendation to the Legislature by February 1, 2004, as to whether it should be designated a scenic river.  HB1422 designates the Blue River as a scenic river.  Mr. Fite and

07.
Administrator’s Report. (cont’d)

the Commissioners discussed what truly constitutes a “scenic river”.    


The Ranger Manual is very near completion.  There were few changes made since the draft copy was issued to the Commissioners.

08. Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on issuance of the 2003 Commercial Flotation Device Permits.

Madam Chair Rucker introduced Commissioner Rod Foster who is the Chairman of the Permit and User Fee Committee.  Before his presentation, Commissioner Foster indicated that, as a business owner, he had requested five Commercial Flotation Device (CFD) Permits for this upcoming season.  He stated that if anyone had a concern about that being a conflict of interest, he would withdraw his request.    No one expressed concern about his application.  

Commissioner Foster gave a Powerpoint presentation on the Commercial Flotation Device Permit system and past permit issuance.  He also introduced some new concepts, including permitting the business instead of the vessel and issuing wristband for a per person fee.  (A copy of his Powerpoint presentation is attached.)

Commissioner Foster noted that there were a couple of items that needed to be addressed immediately with the 2002 CFD Permit issuance.  The first is Arrowhead Camp’s request to move 31 permits from CFA 3 that are currently issued to them to CFA 2.  Secondly, more applications have been received for CFA 3 permits than there are permits available.  (A summary of the 2003 CFD Permit requests is attached.)

Madam Chair Rucker then asked for any comments from the audience.  Jack Spears, owner of Arrowhead Camp, commented that this was the third year that his business had requested additional permits.  He gave a rundown of the history of his attempt to acquire additional permits and the success of his business to grow.  He also cited statistics he had developed on the traffic of floaters on the river.  Mr. Spears stated that he felt that the performance of the operator should influence the number of permits issued to that business.  

Blake Champlin asked if there was a way to tell if a business had permits that weren’t being used.  Commissioner Foster said that there were probably permits in every area, except maybe CFA 1, that weren’t being used.

Ed Brocksmith asked what is the value of a Commercial Flotation Device Permit?  Mr. Spears said that, to a CFD Operator, permits are essential and are worth quite a bit.  He stated that some operators may hold on to permits that they aren’t using just in case they would ever need them or to boost the value of their business.

Commissioner Clark questioned again if there was a way to determine which permits were not being used by the operators.  Commissioner Foster said that one could possibly compare the 

08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on issuance of the 2003 Commercial Flotation Device Permits.  (cont’d)

number of permits issued with the number of trips recorded on the tally sheets and see who may have a surplus of permits.  He also said that there were individual who had permits who were not working their business or floating boats at all.  Commissioner Hilsher asked for an example of a business who was not using any of their permits.  Mr. Fite said that Cherokee Floats and Green Country Floats both had permits that they weren’t using.  He said both businesses may still own canoes but they were not open for business.

The Commissioners continued to examine the applications and discuss the applicants.  Several Commissioners questioned whether the CFA zones are effective or serve their purpose.  

Commissioner Hayes gave an overview of his last few years on the Commissioner and the past suggestions for the OSRC permit system.  He ultimately suggested that, for now, the process remain the same to give time to fully explore several of the good suggestions that have been made.

Commissioner Hilsher stated that he would like to systematically go through the list of permits applicants to ascertain whether they are in business and what their permit needs truly are.  He also expressed the importance of immediately examining the OSRC permitting process for revision before next year.

Commissioner Stubblefield expressed the importance of presenting a “value-added” plan to the Legislature if the Commission was going to request raising the user fees.  He said that had been done when camping fees were implemented and it worked very well for all concerned. He also stated that he didn’t think the zones really had a bearing on reality and that needed to be examined.  He said that the zones needed to reflect what people were actually doing.  He said that it really bothered him that there were float operations that bought permits and “put them in a drawer”.  He said the Commission should be encouraging successful float operations.  

Commissioner Wilkinson asked if the Commission had to get Legislative approval before increasing fees.  Mr. Fite responded that was true.  Commissioner Wilkinson wanted to make a motion changing the user fee system, then submitting that change to the Legislature.  Mr. Fite reminded the Board that it can only take action on agenda items and must confine itself tonight to taking action on the permit applications that had been received.        

Commissioner Culver said that he felt that if there were permits being bought by people who weren’t in operation, those permits should be divided up among the new applicants who wanted to start businesses along the river.  

Commissioner Foster stated that it was important that the Commission not just arbitrarily take permits from someone based on one year’s performance.  The Commission needs to let the CFD Operators know ahead of time on what basis permits will be issued.

08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on issuance of the 2003 Commercial Flotation Device Permits.  (cont’d)


Mr. Fite reminded the Commission that February is the month that the Commissioners can make changes in permit issuance without going through a hearing procedure.  He said that, at the present time, there are four situations in which the Commission could remove permits from an outfitter after they’ve been issued for the year:


1.  The outfitter fails to apply for and pay for the permits;

2.  the ecosystem is in danger of being harmed by the number of permits in that respective

     area;

3.  the safety and health of the public is in jeopardy; or

4.  the operation is in willful violation of the rules and regulations.


Mr. Fite gave a synopsis of the applicants for 2003 permits.  Commission Hilsher made a motion to go over the applicants individually and make a decision on permit issuance. Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.  Madam Chair Rucker called for the vote. The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Abstain-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Abstain-
Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Aye-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

The Commissioners then discussed the permit applications among themselves and with those CFD Operators in attendance.  There was some discussion about Cherokee Float’s permit application.  Cherokee Floats has not operated as a business for several years, but has leased the permits for most of those years to Sparrowhawk Camp.  There was concern expressed about taking permits away from someone, whether they are actively operating or not, and giving them to someone else.  There was also some discussion about issuing permits above the 3,900 limit.  A synopsis of the action on each individual CFD operation is attached.

Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to approve the individual applications as voted on individually by the Commissioners.  Commissioner Hayes seconded the vote.  The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Abstain-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Abstain-
Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Aye-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on issuance of the 2003 Commercial Flotation Device Permits.  (cont’d)

The Commissioners agreed that the permit/user fee system needs to be reviewed and modified before next year’s application period.  Commissioner Foster said that his committee would work diligently to come to the Commissioners with recommendations before that time.

 09.      Election of 2003 OSRC Officers.

Commissioner Hayes made a motion to nominate Commissioner Rucker as Chairperson, Commissioner Culver as Vice-Chairman and Commissioner Blackard as Secretary/Treasurer.  Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.  The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Aye-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-

Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Aye-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

10.
New Business.

Mr. Fite told the Commissioners that Ed Brocksmith had been awarded the Public Servant Award from the Sierra Club recently.

11.
Adjournment.

Passed and approved this 20th day of May, 2003.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2003.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  
Commission #010119412


My Commission expires: ________        

