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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

July 15, 2003   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Madam Chair Rucker called the meeting to order. 

02.
Invocation.

Commissioner Blackard led the invocation.

03. Roll Call.


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT


Bill Blackard



Mark Hayes


Larry Clark



Gerald Hilsher



Bob Ed Culver



Archie Peyton




Rod Foster



Stan Shelley


Jeanine Hale






Jan Rucker






Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson
04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors.

April Stone, Tahlequah Daily Press; Ed Brocksmith, STIR; Mitch Fram, OSU Cooperative Extension; Barbara Pickup, U.S.G.S.; Bob Blazs, U.S.G.S.; Kim Winton, U.S.G.S.; Bill Andrews, U.S.G.S.; Brian Jenni, Hanging Rock Camp; Meredith Lee, OSRC; Mac Martin, OSRC; Brian Stanglin, OSRC; Jack Lankford, OSRC; Kevin Proctor, OSRC; Cheryl Allen, OSRC.

05.
Approval of Minutes of the March 6, 2003, OSRC Special Business Meeting and the May 20, 2003, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to approve the March 6th and May 20th, 2003, minutes.  Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.  


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Absent-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-

Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-
Wilkinson
-Aye-

06.
Financial Report for FY-03 expenditures through May, 2003.

Mr. Fite reviewed the financial reports listing OSRC expenditures through May, 2003, that had been mailed to the Commissioners prior to the meeting.  Mr. Fite stated that the OSRC budget had initially been approximately $465,000, but the OSRC has experienced close to $65,000 in budget cuts over this last fiscal year.  Mr. Fite said that there are only two expenditures that had not been in the original budget for FY-03.  The first is approximately $12,000 for the new OSRC water well and the other is approximately $2,500 for a used dump truck and bed for trash hauling.  Mr. Fite said that he will have a final accounting for FY-03 at the September 16th OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

07.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on the FY-04 Budget:


a)  Report by Subcommittee Chair Bill Blackard, OSRC Secretary/Treasurer;


b)  Discussion and questions;


c)  Vote on motion.

Commissioner Blackard stated that the OSRC Budget Subcommittee had met and reviewed the budget for FY-04.  He noted that the FY-04 Budget will be significantly less than in previous years, due to state budget cuts.  Commissioner Blackard made a motion that the Board of Commissioners approves the FY-04 as submitted. Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.  Madam Chair Rucker thanked the Budget Subcommittee for the time and effort it took to prepare the budget.  

Mr. Fite explained that the OSRC has two revolving funds.  Fund 260 is for the agency’s appropriated money.  The agency receives roughly $21,000 per month in appropriations. Fund 261 includes camping fee collections, user and permit fee collections, donations and reimbursements.  

07.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on the FY-04 Budget (cont’d).

After a brief discussion, Commissioner Rucker called for the question.  The vote follows:

 
Blackard
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Absent-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-

Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-
Wilkinson
-Aye-

08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on instructions to Administrator as to appropriate action for noncompliance with OSRC Rules and Regulations by Commercial Flotation Device Operators.


Mr. Fite explained to the Commissioners that there are seven or eight compliance items in the OSRC Rules and Regulations for the Commercial Flotation Device Operators (CFDO).  This year the CFDOs were notified that the OSRC will begin monitoring compliance of these rules and regulations.  Beginning August 11th, any CFDO that remits user fees after the due date will be assessed a late fee.  Mr. Fite told the Commissioners that on some of the rules, he would like guidance from the Commissioners as to how much involvement they would like to have in addressing noncompliance.  Commissioner Stubblefield expressed concern about the Commissioners becoming involved in day-to-day operations and stated that he felt Mr. Fite was fully capable of handling any infractions that may occur.  Commissioner Hale asked about the hearing process.  Mr. Fite responded that if a hearing was necessary, he’d ask for an independent Administrative Law Judge to hear the case instead of hearing it himself.  Commissioner Hale said that the Commission had a process in place to deal with violations and complaints.  She feels confident that the Administrator can handle such things and will let the Commission know if the infractions are numerous or significant.  There was some discussion about whether the Administrator should develop and publish the process for dealing with infractions and it was decided that it was not necessary to develop a formal publication.  After some further discussion, Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to acknowledge and approve that the Administrator has full authority to take enforcement action for noncompliance by the CFDO’s without direct instruction from the OSRC Commissioners.  Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-

Hilsher

-Absent-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-

Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-
Wilkinson
-Aye-

09.       Ranger Department Report.

           Ranger Mac Martin gave the OSRC Ranger Department Report.  A copy of the report is attached.  He also told the Commissioners that the Ranger Department recently acquired two new boats with donations from the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, Lake Patrol Division and the Commercial Flotation Device Operators.

10.       Education Outreach Coordinator Report.

            Meredith Lee gave a report of this summer’s education outreach activities.  She has met with several children’s groups over the past couple of months.  She has also participated in a couple of education outreach training workshops this summer. 

11.       Administrator’s Report.

            On June 26th, Mr. Fite accompanied Miles Tolbert, OK Secretary of Environment (OSE), Kelly Hunter-Burch, Office of the Attorney General, J.D. Strong, OSE Director of Environmental Affairs and Derek Smithee, Oklahoma Water Resources Board Water Quality Chief, to Dallas to meet with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and State of Arkansas officials regarding on-going negotiations between the two states.  He has also recently met with City of Fayetteville officials to discuss alternatives for the new wastewater treatment plant.

            Senate Bill 357 (the OSRC “housecleaning” bill) was signed into law on May 7th by Governor Henry.  House Bill 1422 passed both the House and Senate and was enacted as law; however, the Blue River scenic-river designation was gutted and the bill was changed to a bidding/construction-type bill.  Senate Bill 74 (OSRC appropriations bill) was enacted.  OSRC appropriations were reduced by $99,649 from FY-03.  Senate Bill 75 changes the user fee from $2 per trip on rafts and $1 on all other flotation devices to $1 per person per trip.  Senate Bill 407 (the Honey Creek Scenic Rivers Act Bill) did not pass.

            On June 24th, Mr. Fite met with the Commercial Flotation Device Operators (CFDO) and Representative Jim Wilson to discuss implementation of the new user fee.  Representative Wilson will work this fall with CFDOs and the OSRC to develop any modifications needed that required legislation introduction.  Also, for those CFDO’s that had reservations prior to the new user fee implementation date, Representative Wilson said that Oklahoma law allows the CFDO to submit copies of the reservations prior to  the implementation date and be able to charge at the old rate for those reservations.  This documentation must be received by July 1st to be considered valid.  

            Regarding auto salvages, Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality rules prohibit the establishment of new salvage yards in scenic river area watersheds.

12.     Presentation by U.S. Geological Survey officials on the status of water quality within 

          the Illinois River Basin.

           The U.S. Geological Survey (U.S.G.S.) staff presented a report entitled “Preliminary Analysis of Phosphorus and Fecal-Indicator Bacteria Counts at Selected Sites in the Illinois River Basin of Oklahoma 1997-2001”.  It indicated that despite a stable or decreasing stream flow, the amount of phosphorus increased at five testing locations on the Illinois River and Barren Fork Creek from 1997-2000.  Several standards for fecal coliform bacteria and fecal streptococcal bacteria were surpassed during several high water events.  There is a concern about body contact with water in the Illinois River during flood events.  Some of the bacteria being sampled can be very dangerous to human health.  Commercial floating in rafts during high water events is permitted under certain conditions.  

            Between 1990 and 2002 turbidity improved on the Illinois River except at Watts, Oklahoma.  This is believed to be related to the decreased flow in the river.  Chlorophyll-A samples (produced by algae) are greatest at Watts and at Tahlequah testing sites.  Based on the samples, the Illinois River is hypereutrophic, a seriously degraded condition.  

            Currently, there is a great deal of concern because of budgetary cutbacks and the possible adverse impact on Illinois River water sampling.  It was reported that the Oklahoma Water Resources Board may not continue its funding of the U.S.G.S. sampling during high water events.  The OSRC does not have the funds to pay for the sampling.  

13.
New Business.

There was no new business.

14.
Miscellaneous Discussion.

Mitch Fram, OSU Cooperative Extension, thanked the Commission for its ongoing work to improve the Illinois River Basin.  Ed Brocksmith, STIR (Save the Illinois River), reported that the Scenic River Association had recently merged its memberships with STIR’s.  He also expressed concern about Illinois River water quality and the importance of Oklahoma state agencies presenting valid and strong information in their negotiations with the State of Arkansas.  

12.
Adjournment


Passed and approved this 16th day of September, 2003.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2003.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  
Commission #010119412


My Commission expires: ________        

