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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

May 20, 2003   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Madam Chair Rucker called the meeting to order. 

02.
Invocation.

Commissioner Wilkinson led the invocation.

03. Roll Call.


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT


Larry Clark



Bill Blackard



Bob Ed Culver



Mark Hayes




Rod Foster



Gerald Hilsher


Jeanine Hale



Archie Peyton


Jan Rucker



Stan Shelley


Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson
04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors.

April Stone, Tahlequah Daily Press; Ed Brocksmith, STIR; Mitch Fram, OSU Cooperative Extension; Meridith Lee, OSRC; Mac Martin, OSRC; Kevin Proctor, OSRC; Brian Stanglin, OSRC; Cheryl Allen, OSRC.

05.
Approval of Minutes of the February 18, 2003, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to approve the February 18, 2003, minutes.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.  


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-
Hilsher

-Absent-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-

Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-
Wilkinson
-Aye-

06. Administrator’s Report.


a) 
Update regarding FY-03 Budget Work Program and upcoming FY-04 proposed Legislative appropriations;


b)  
Report on OSRC staffing changes;


c) 
Ongoing efforts to communicate and coordinate with Arkansas lawmakers, agencies, municipalities, universities and industry to support the development of water quality improvements within Oklahoma designated scenic rivers areas; 


d)
Report on SB357, SB407, HB1422, HB1543 and appropriations;


e)
Report on Arkansas nutrient legislation HB1652, HB 1653, HB 1654; and


f)
Report on OSRC upcoming season and planned activities.


Mr. Fite updated the Commissoners on the OSRC’s activities since the last meeting.  He began by distributing a draft budget work program for FY-03.  A synopsis of his report is attached.

07. Ranger Department Report.

Ranger Supervisor Mac Martin reported that the Ranger Department recently bought a new boat for patrolling the river with donations given to the Department by the Commercial Flotation Device Operators.  He said that the Rangers are trying to bring back the family-like atmosphere to the river.

08.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to send a letter to Oklahoma DEQ and the City of Westville requesting that, in the process of selecting the technical type of wastewater treatment improvements for the city, special consideration be given to systems that generate the minimum amounts of wastewater sludge, and that DEQ and Westville document to the OSRC and the Secretary of the Environment that sludge will not be land applied in the Illinois River Basin.  Requested by Commissioner Stubblefield.


Commissioner Stubblefield explained that in conversations with Arkansas community wastewater treatment plants within the Illinois River Basin, they’ve been asked to minimize sludge and its land application.  He explained that it is only fair to ask the same of Oklahoma 

08.
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communities.
Since the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) is the over-seeing authority, he suggested that the Commission authorize the OSRC Administrator to write a letter to the ODEQ requesting:


1) why are wastewater treatment options that are “sludge heavy” even being considered  

                 within the river basin and


2) what assurances does the Commission have that any sludge produced will be land-applied


    some place other than the river basin.


Commissioner Culver asked why the ODEQ hasn’t done this in the past.  Mr. Fite said that as technology develops, the ODEQ has been moving in that direction.  Some of the smaller communities have not used best management practices with their sludge application.  This letter would ask for consistent standards for all communities.


Commissioner Stubblefield stated that he doesn’t mean to infer that anyone has done anything wrong.  These are just the practices that have always been followed.  This letter is simply asking for some consistency in the practices.


Commissioner Foster expressed concern that this letter might damage the OSRC’s relationship with the ODEQ.  Mr. Fite stated that he felt the letter was timely and would not impede our working relationship with them.  


Commissioner Culver asked if the letter would be sent to the ODEQ on behalf of the full Commission.  Mr. Fite stated that if the Commissioners approved the writing of the letter, he would execute the letter and would ask Madam Chair Rucker to sign the letter on behalf of the Commission.  Commissioner Culver suggested that Mr. Fite include a request to meet with the ODEQ Board to discuss the matter.  Mr. Fite said that he would confer with Jon Craig of the ODEQ Water Quality Division before writing the letter. Commissioner Hale explained that the ODEQ is set up a little differently than some agencies. The ODEQ Board makes rules but the staff is really the entity that will make the request happen and keep the Board informed.  She stated that it would be more appropriate to send the letter to the Executive Director of the ODEQ.


Commissioner Stubblefield made a motion to authorize the OSRC Administrator to write a letter to the ODEQ.  Commissioner Wilkinson seconded the motion.  
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The vote follows:


Blackard
-Absent-
Hilsher

-Absent-


Clark

-Aye-

Peyton

-Absent-


Culver

-Aye-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-

Shelley

-Absent-


Hale

-Aye-

Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-
Wilkinson
-Aye-

09.    Presentation by U.S. Geological Survery officials on the status of water quality within the Illinois River Basin.

            The U.S. Geological Survey did not attend, so did not make the presentation.

10.
New Business.

There was no new business.

11.
Miscellaneous Discussion.

Ed Brocksmith expressed concern about the growing number of salvage yards that are developing along the Illinois River.  He asked the Commission to keep an eye on this potential problem.  He also asked that the name of Scenic Highway 10 be changed to the Herb Rozell River Corridor Highway in honor of the work that Senator Rozell has done over the years for the river basin.


Commissioner Hale asked if the Administrator could contact the Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office and ask if the Commission had any legal authority in regards to salvage yards along the river corridor.  Mr. Fite said he would ask the Attorney General’s Office in the morning.   

12.
Adjournment


Passed and approved this 15th day of July, 2003.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2003.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  
Commission #010119412


My Commission expires: ________        

