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Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission PRIVATE 

Regular Business Meeting

July 16, 2002   5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Headquarters - Located two (2) miles North of Tahlequah, OK, on State Highway #10


MINUTES

Agenda Items are listed in the order of action by Commissioners. 

01.
Meeting called to order.

Madam Chair Rucker called the meeting to order. 

02.
Invocation

Commissioner Wilkinson led the invocation.

03. Roll Call


MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bill Blackard



Bob Ed Culver





Larry Clark*



Mark Hayes


Rod Foster


Jeannine Hale



Gerald Hilsher


Archie Peyton


Jan Rucker


Stan Shelley







 


Rick Stubblefield


D. I. Wilkinson


*arrived after roll call
04.
Introduction of Guests and Visitors

Betty Smith, Tahlequah Daily Press; Robert L. Jackson; Kim Winton, United States Geological Survey; Bob Blazs, USGS; Mitch Fram, OSU Cooperative Extension; Ed Brocksmith; Marie West, Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office; Blake Champlain, Save the Illinois River; Neal Stelting, summer intern with the Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office.

05.
Approval of Minutes of the April 16, 2002, OSRC Regular Business Meeting.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to approve the April minutes.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.  Also, it was noted that the June 18, 2002, Regular Business Meeting was canceled due to “lack of quorum.”


The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Peyton

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

06.
Approval of financial reports for period of July, 2001, through May, 2002  (FY-02).

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to accept the financial reports of July, 2001- May, 2002.  Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. 

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Peyton

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-


Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

07.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on OSRC FY03 Budget (July1, 2002 through June 30, 2003.)


Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to approve the FY03 Budget.  Commissioner Shelley seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Peyton

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

08.      Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action to transfer 356 Commercial Flotation Device Permits (Commercial Float Area #2) and 185 Commercial Flotation Device Permits (Commercial Float Area #3) from Tom and Joyce Eastham to Kevim and Barbara Kelley dba Diamondhead Resort.

Commissioner Blackard made the motion to transfer the Commercial Flotation Device Permits from Tom and Joyce Eastham to Kevin and Barbara Kelley.  Commissioner Stubblefield seconded the motion.  Commissioner Wilkinson had stepped outside the meeting when the vote was taken for this agenda item.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Peyton

-Abstain-


Culver

-Absent-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Absent-

09.
Consideration, vote to approve, amend or take other action on a request from Mary Chase dba Cherokee Floats to allow Carl George dba Sparrowhawk Camp to utilize her 60 Commercial Flotation Device Permits (Commercial Float Area #3) for the 2002 season.

Commissioner Shelley made the motion to approve the request from Mary Chase to allow Carl George to utilize her Commercial Flotation Device Permits.  Commissioner Hale seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Peyton

-Abstain-


Culver

-Absent-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-

10. Member appointments to OSRC Subcommittees by Madam Chair Rucker.

For a Complete list of Subcommittees and the Commissioners serving on them please see attachment.

11. Ranger Department Report.


Officer Martin reported that the summer season has been successful to date.  He explained several initiatives that the Rangers have implemented.  

12.
Administrator’s Report.
a)  Update on payment of legal services rendered to Dorothy Usdin and her trust in connection with the conveyance of her Cherokee County real property to the OSRC.

Mr. Fite reported that the Trust for Public Land has paid for the legal services connected to the donation of land to the OSRC by Dorothy Usdin.

b) Update on approval of OSRC Chapter 3 – election Procedures and Chapter 10 – Licensing and Use Permits by the legislature and Governor.

Mr. Fite told the Commission that both chapters of the rules have been approved and will take effect as permanent rulemaking on July 25, 2002.  
c) Report on Legislation from the 2nd Session of the 48th Oklahoma Legislature in regard to the OSRC.

1) Manpower and budget limitations

Mr. Fite reported that House Bill 2514 limited the number of permanent employees to seven and gave a fiscal limitation of $700,000 for FY-03 (July 1, 2002-June 30, 2003).

2) .037 mg/l phosphorus standard

Mr. Fite reported that Governor Keating approved the .037 mg/l phosphorus standard passed by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board.  The standard became effective July 1, 2002 and was not overturned during the legislative session.  He stated that the OWRB will begin development of permanent rule language for full implementation by 2012 to meet an in-stream .037 mg/l phosphorus limit within all six designated Scenic Rivers.

12.
Administrator’s Report.(cont’d)
d)
Update on Administrator’s efforts to communicate and coordinate with Arkansas lawmakers, agencies, municipalities, universities and industry to support the development of water quality improvements within Oklahoma designated scenic river areas.

Mr. Fite told the commissioners that in order to maintain unity with representatives from Arkansas, the majority of the negotiations concerning the implementation of the .037mg/l phosphorus standard will be handled by the Oklahoma AG’s office and the office of the Secretary of the Environment.  

Commissioner Clark arrived during this agenda item.

    e) Presentation and general discussion of draft Ranger Policy and Procedure Manual and update of ongoing efforts to develop OSRC Policy and Procedure Manual for other personnel and operations.
         Mr. Fite reported that the Ranger Policy and Procedure Manual is being finalized and will be reviewed by the OK Attorney General’s Office.  Commissioners will be asked to formally adopt the Ranger Manual in the fall.

 f)  Update on camping fee implementation.

 Mr. Fite said that the OSRC has collected approximately $4000 from camping fees. 

g) Recommendation that Commissioners consider development of new rules and regulations that prohibit rafts or canoes being tied together.

Mr. Fite recommended that the Commissioners consider adopting a rule prohibiting rafts and canoes from being tied together.  Madam Chair Rucker asked the Safety Committee to investigate the matter.

h) Administrator’s annual Performance Management Process (evaluation) has been extended to December, 2002, to conform with timeframe of other OSRC Staff evaluations.

Mr. Fite informed the Commission that the annual evaluation has been postponed so that the Administrator’s evaluation and other OSRC staff evaluations will be conducted at the same time.  This will allow the OSRC to have a uniform PMP Process that complies to the office of Personnel Management Policy.  

13.
New Business.

There was no new business.

14.
Adjournment.

Commissioner Wilkinson made the motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Shelley seconded the motion.

The vote follows:


Blackard
-Aye-


Hilsher

-Aye-


Clark

-Absent-

Peyton

-Aye-


Culver

-Absent-

Rucker

-Aye-



Foster

-Aye-


Shelley

-Aye-


Hale

-Aye-


Stubblefield
-Aye-

Hayes

-Absent-

Wilkinson
-Aye-


Passed and approved this 20th day of  August 2002.








___________________________








Secretary/Treasurer


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this_______ day of ______________, 2002.








____________________________








Signature of notary officer

  
Commission #010119412


My Commission expires: ________        

