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     OKLAHOMA CITY -- Legislation to expand the list of scenic rivers in

Oklahoma to include the Blue River floated through the state House of

Representatives and was channeled to the Senate.

     House Bill 1422 by Rep. Paul Roan, D-Tishomingo, and Sen. Jay Paul

Gumm, D-Durant, would designate the Blue River and its tributaries in

Pontotoc and Johnston counties as "scenic river areas."

     "[S]ome of the free-flowing streams and rivers of Oklahoma possess

such unique natural scenic beauty, water conservation, fish, wildlife

and outdoor recreational values," state law declares, "that it is the

policy of the Legislature to preserve these areas" for "the present and

future benefit" of the residents of Oklahoma. Accordingly, these areas

are designated as scenic rivers "to be preserved as part of Oklahoma's

diminishing resource of free-flowing rivers and streams."

     Scenic rivers are governed by the most stringent standards

applicable for any waters in this state, Roan noted. For example, no new

point-source pollution discharges are allowed in a scenic river, nor

anywhere within its watershed, beyond those already authorized by

regulatory permit. Also, the volume of pollutants permitted to be

discharged into a scenic river from existing sources is not allowed to

increase.

     Currently Oklahoma has half a dozen scenic rivers: the Illinois

River and one of its tributaries, Barren Fork Creek in Adair and

Cherokee counties, along with Flint Creek, Lee Creek in Sequoyah County,

Little Lee Creek in Adair and Sequoyah counties, and the Upper Mountain

Fork River above Broken Bow reservoir in McCurtain and LeFlore counties.

     A related measure, Senate Bill 407, would require the state

Secretary of Environment to direct a study "to determine the economic

feasibility and environmental impact of designating the waters of Honey

Creek" near Grove as a scenic river area. Authors of that proposal are

Sens. Kevin Easley, D-Broken Arrow, and Rick M. Littlefield, D-Grove,

and House Majority Floor Leader Larry Rice, D-Pryor.

     HB 1422 passed the House on Thursday, 95-0, and was referred to the

Senate. SB 407 passed the Senate on Tuesday, by a vote of 37-1, and was

transmitted to the House.
