Chicken litter plan received well in state  
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Oklahomans reacted positively Monday to a plan floated by a member of Arkansas’ congressional delegation to help rid the Illinois River basin of poultry litter.  U.S. Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D- Ark., said she believes tax incentives could help resolve the dispute between Oklahoma and Arkansas about water pollution caused by the litter. On a weekend visit to Farm Bureau members at Siloam Springs in northwest Arkansas, Lincoln advocated tax incentives for transportation or alternative energy solutions to rid the river basin of the problem. 
Though specific negotiations have broken down, Oklahoma and Arkansas seem to agree that excess litter is a problem and that a reduction of the amount applied to farm land as fertilizer would benefit the area's waters. 
"Obviously, we are interested in any additional revenue sources that could  address what we believe are very serious problems with excess amounts of  poultry litter in northeast Oklahoma and northwest Arkansas," said J.D. Strong, a spokesman for the Oklahoma secretary of environment office. 
"If the congressional delegations of both states can successfully identify financial resources to help resolve the problems we are having, then we believe it would help." 
Strong said growers traditionally have a hard time finding a safe means of disposing of the excess litter. 
"That has been one of the biggest challenges that we have faced all along." 
Strong said similar tax credit proposals are being talked about in Oklahoma,  such as one bill filed by a state senator that would give a $5 a ton tax  credit for any Oklahoman who transports his litter out of the Illinois River  watershed. 
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