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2/5/2003Additions proposed to state list 
A state senator's plan to add another Oklahoma waterway to the state scenic rivers list is a good idea. Designation as a scenic river means a stricter pollution standard would have to be met, under evolving regulations, which could protect the stream from further degradation. 
Sen. Kevin Easley, D-Broken Arrow, proposes to designate Honey Creek, a tributary of Grand Lake, as a scenic river. There currently are six scenic rivers on the list. 
Oklahoma environmental officials have proposed a stringent phosphorus standard for these rivers in an effort to address water-quality degradation attributed largely to increased poultry production in western Arkansas and southwestern Missouri. Poultry farming and other development can lead to high phosphorus levels in a watershed, which can lead to algae blooms that affect water quality. 
State officials are awaiting federal action on the proposed new phosphorus standard. 
Arkansas officials have resisted the new standard, claiming it would dramatically affect industry in their state. Honey Creek is downstream from a Missouri poultry plant that processes about 1.4 million chickens a week and discharges about 1.5 million gallons of wastewater a day into a tributary that feeds into Honey Creek. 
Easley said the poultry operator claims to have spent millions upgrading that plant's wastewater system, but the senator claims that the measures have not worked. Monitoring reports show parts of the stream have not met the proposed phosphorus standard. 
Easley said he believes it's "better to fight than it is to do nothing." We now know that he is right. Years of talks and negotiations and waiting have produced little in the way of results. If the strategy produces results, let's designate every creek and stream in eastern Oklahoma a scenic river. 
