EDITOR'S NOTE:  Our friends in "the Natural State" have released their revised list of impaired waters and...Surprise!...the Illinois River is not on their scope. It is meeting its uses under the narrative standards, says ADEQ. Clear Creek makes list, but Osage doesn't. This from a state that complained and threatened Oklahoma over our higher standards for the Illinois River. From the state that wants to discuss and have more input on the Illinois River Basin standards. 

Don't stand for this.

Comment to the ADEQ about this apparent oversight?

Below are two ADEQ news releases with a link to the 303 d report.

EMAIL COMMENTS TO  reg-comment@adeq.state.ar.us

Ed Brocksmith

-----------------------------------------

News Release

Contact: Doug Szenher, Public Affairs Supervisor        For release: June 5, 2002

Telephone 501-682-0915         Fax 501-682-0880             E-mail doug@adeq.state.ar.us

  COMMENTS SOUGHT ON 2002 ARKANSAS 303 d LIST

 The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality  (ADEQ) has developed its list of water quality limited waterbodies in the state, commonly called the 303 (d) List, and will accept written public comments on the document until July 8, 2002.  The list is designed to identify waters in Arkansas whose designated uses are being impaired, attempt to determine the cause and degree of impairment, and prioritize the waters for development during the next two years of a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) plan to address the impairment.  The decisions for making the proposed stream listings were based primarily on chemical and physical water quality data collected and analyzed by the ADEQ. The data involved more than 7,000 samples, collected between October 1, 1998, and December 31, 2001. ADEQ samples were collected monthly from 142 permanent sampling stations, bi-monthly from more than 110 other locations, and from special sampling projects. Additional sampling data was supplied by other government agencies which regularly collect water samples, including the Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation Commission, the University of Arkansas' Water Resources Center, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Geological Survey, and U.S. Forest Service.  Copies of the proposed Arkansas 303 (d) List are available for public inspection at ADEQ information depositories located in public libraries at Arkadelphia, Batesville, Blytheville, Camden, Clinton, Crossett, El Dorado, Fayetteville, Forrest City, Fort Smith, 

  -MORE- 2002 Arkansas 303 d List, page two

 Harrison, Helena, Hope, Hot Springs, Jonesboro, Little Rock, Magnolia, Mena, Monticello, Mountain Home, Pocahontas, Russellville, Searcy, Stuttgart, Texarkana, and West Memphis; in campus libraries at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff and the University of Central Arkansas at Conway; and in the Arkansas State Library located on the State Capitol grounds at Little Rock.  In addition, the proposal may be viewed or downloaded at the Department's Internet web site located at: www.adeq.state.ar.us .  Written comments on the 303 (d) list will be accepted until 4:30 p.m. July 8, 2002. Comments should be mailed to Doug Szenher, Public Affairs Supervisor, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 8913, Little Rock, 72219-8913. E-mail comments may be sent to reg-comment@adeq.state.ar.us , and also must be received by 4:30 p.m. July 8, 2002. -30-

-----------------------

   News Release

Contact: Doug Szenher, Public Affairs Supervisor        For release: June 5,2002

Telephone 501-682-0915         Fax 501-682-0880             E-mail doug@adeq.state.ar.us

  CHANGES TO WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN PROPOSED

 The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality proposes to revise the state Water Quality Management Plan (208 Plan) by adding nine facilities with wastewater discharges to the plan and by changing the flow rates for nine facilities already included in the plan. The ADEQ will accept written public comments on the proposals until June 26, 2002. If no comments justifying a public hearing on the proposals are received during the comment period, the proposed revisions will be added to the Arkansas 208 Plan after final approval by the ADEQ Director and the Region 6 office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. If significant comments are received on any proposed change, that particular proposal will be withdrawn from consideration and either revised and resubmitted for written public comments, or a public hearing on the proposal will be scheduled. The 208 Plan, developed by the ADEQ under provisions of Section 208 of the federal Clean Water Act, is a comprehensive program to work toward achieving federal water goals in Arkansas. The initial 208 Pan, adopted in 1979, provides for annual updates, but can be revised more often if necessary. Proposed additions to the 208 Plan, their locations and streams which receive their wastewater discharges, include: Georgia-Pacific, Crossett Mill, Ashley County,  Ouachita River; Georgia-Pacific, Crossett Wet Deck, Ashley County, unnamed tributary 

 -MORE- 208 Plan update, page two of Little Brushy Creek; Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department, Craighead County, unnamed tributary of Big Creek Ditch; Ridges of Hot Springs Property Owners Association, Hot Spring County, Sorrells Creek; Convenient Store, Saline County, unnamed tributary of Hurricane Creek; City of Bauxite, Saline County, unnamed tributary of Hurricane Creek; El Dorado Water Utilities, Union County, Ouachita River; Anthony Forest Products, Urbana Mill, Union County, unnamed tributary of North Lapile Creek; and Georgia-Pacific, El Dorado Wet Deck, Union County, unnamed tributary of Bayou de Loutre. Facilities with proposed new flow rates, their locations and receiving streams include: City of Van Buren, Crawford County, Lee Creek; Ecology Management, Inc., Crawford County, Arkansas River; City of Alma, Crawford County, Arkansas River; City of Mayflower, Faulkner County, Arkansas  River; City of Camden, Ouachita County, Ouachita River; Tyson Foods, Grannis, Polk County, unnamed tributary of Rolling Fork River; City of Jacksonville, Pulaski County, Bayou Meto; Sebastian Lake Utility Company, Inc., Sebastian County, unnamed tributary of Hackett Creek; and City of Ash Flat, Sharp County, North Big Creek. Detailed copies and summaries of the proposals are available for public inspection at the ADEQ's Building D, 8101 Interstate 30, Little Rock. Summaries and related information on the proposals are available for public inspection at ADEQ information depositories located in public libraries in Arkadelphia Batesville, Blytheville, Camden, Clinton, Crossett, El Dorado, Fayetteville, Forrest City, Fort Smith, Harrison, Helena, Hope, Hot Springs, Jonesboro, Little Rock, Magnolia, Mena, Monticello, Mountain Home, Pocahontas, Russellville, Searcy, Stuttgart, Texarkana, and West Memphis; in 

 -MORE-208 Plan update, page three campus libraries at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff and the University of Central Arkansas at Conway; and in the Arkansas State Library located on the State Capitol grounds at Little Rock.

Written Comments on the proposed changes will be considered if received no later than 4:30 p.m. June 26, 2002. Comments should be sent to Doug Szenher, public affairs supervisor, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 8913, Little Rock, AR 72219-8913.

