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City wants to ensure investment in treatment plant not wasted
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SILOAM SPRINGS -- City officials traveled to Oklahoma City on Wednesday

for a second round of face-to-face talks to make sure that the city can

both accommodate growth and meet Oklahoma's phosphorus limit.

Siloam Springs plans to build a new wastewater-treatment plant by 2010,

and "we just want to make sure the $12 million investment isn't wasted

and adequately meets the needs of Oklahoma and the watershed," said David

Cameron, director of water and wastewater.

Wednesday's meeting again included Miles Tolbert, Oklahoma's secretary of

the environment, Ed Fite of the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission and

officials of the Oklahoma Water Resource Board and Oklahoma attorney

general's office.

J.D. Strong, spokesman for Tolbert, said the talks focused on the city's

plans to accommodate future growth while reducing phosphorus discharges.

He called the meeting productive, although "we did not necessarily arrive

at any final decisions."

"Both Siloam Springs and us agree it's always best to sit down and talk

face to face," Strong said.

Oklahoma officials understand the city's concerns about proposed "caps"

on nutrient loads in wastewater discharges, Strong said, but Oklahoma

wants to make sure lower nutrient levels are not negated by increases in

volume.

"We've got to come to some middle ground," Strong said.

Oklahoma last year adopted water-quality standards that include a

phosphorus limit of 0.037 parts per million for its scenic rivers, which

include Flint Creek and the Illinois River. Arkansas municipalities have

agreed to reduce phosphorus levels of treated wastewater to 1 part per

million, but they are opposed to loading "caps" based on current

treatment capacity.

Siloam Springs discharges treated wastewater into Sager Creek, just 750

feet from the state line, Latham said. Sager Creek is a tributary of

Flint Creek, which feeds the Illinois River. High levels of phosphorus

promote excessive algae bloom, impair water quality and affect the taste

and odor of water used for public drinking supplies.

The city's Board of Directors next meets May 20, and "approval to begin

to pursue" a new plant will be sought, Cameron said.

The city's wastewater permit with the Arkansas Department of

Environmental Quality will expire in 2007. It was renewed in March 2001

without limits on phosphorus, but with a monitoring requirement.

Oklahoma officials had requested an immediate limit, but city officials

asked for more time to plan and build a new treatment plant capable of

reducing phosphorus.

Typically, a city is given three years to comply once the permit is

renewed, Cameron said.

Parthenia Evans, an environmental attorney from Kansas City, Mo., again

facilitated the meeting on behalf of the city.

City Administrator Mark Latham said the city "will be able to meet the

water-quality standards that Oklahoma is requesting, we believe. The goal

is for us to continue to grow and still meet the standards, without

severely impacting our community financially."

