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     OKLAHOMA CITY -- Water flows and levels and water quality in the Illinois River basin and along the Oklahoma/Arkansas state line will continue to be monitored extensively under a cooperative state/federal agreement.

     The Oklahoma Water Resources Board has given its blessing to renewal of a joint pact with the state Scenic Rivers Commission and the U.S. Geological Survey. Documents indicate the agreement covers water flows, storm sampling, and water quality during Fiscal Year 2003. 

     The monitoring will cost $323,760, documents indicate. The U.S.G.S. will pick up approximately half of the tab, while the Water Resources Board and the Scenic Rivers Commission will split the other half of the bill, records reflect.

     Derek Smith, chief of water quality programs for the Water Resources Board, said Oklahoma's scenic rivers and certain other waterways are tested not only for depth and flow but for multiple other variables, too. Those include phosphorous content, nitrogen, nitrates and nitrites, ammonia, dissolved oxygen, temperature, turbidity, minerals such as chlorides and sulfates, and metals such as mercury, 

     Water samples collected in the program are analyzed by the U.S.G.S. at its lab in Denver, Colo., Smithee said. 

     Monitoring sites maintained under the intergovernmental agreement include:

     * the Illinois River near Watts, in Adair County

     * Flint Creek near West Siloam Springs, on the Oklahoma/Arkansas line;

     * Sager Creek near West Siloam Springs;

     * Flint Creek near Kansas, Okla., in Delaware County;

     * the Illinois River at Chewey, in Adair County;

     * the Illinois River near Tahlequah;

     * Baron Fork at Eldon, in Cherokee County;

     * the Poteau River near Loving, southeast of Heavener, in LeFlore County;

     * Black Fork of the Poteau River, near Page in LeFlore County;

     * Black Fork at Hodgen, south of Heavener;

     * Fourche Maline near LeFlore, in western LeFlore County;

     * Holson Creek at Summerfield, east of LeFlore;

     * the Arkansas River at Fort Smith, Ark.

